Readings for April 30, 2023
United Church of Strafford In Person and Zoom Service

Unison Reading The 23rd Psalm, King James Version

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:

he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul:

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

from I John 3:1-3, 14-19a

See what love God has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know God.
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What
we do know is this: when God is revealed, we will be like God... And all who have this
hope purify themselves, just as God is pure.

We know that we have passed from death to life because we love one another. Whoever
does not love abides in death. All who hate a brother or sister are murderers, and you
know that murderers do not have eternal life abiding in them. We know love by this, that
Jesus laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for one another.

How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or
sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but
in truth and action. By love we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our
hearts.

from John 10:1-16
“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in
by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of
the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls
his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will
not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of
strangers.”

continued on next page



Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was
saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep.... Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find
pasture.... The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly.

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. I am the
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not
belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd.”



