Readings for April 23, 2023
United Church of Strafford In Person and Zoom Service

Jrom Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place,

O God my hope and strength!

My soul longs, indeed it faints for your courts;
my heart and my flesh

sing for joy to the living God.

Even the sparrow finds a home,

and the swallow a nest for herself,

where she may lay her young, at your altars.
Happy are those who live in your house,
ever singing your praise.

O God of hope and strength,

happy is everyone who trusts in you

and dwells in your love.

Acts 2:17

“In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and
your old men shall dream dreams.”

Luke 4:14-18

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him
spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and
was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.”

The final paragraph of our full Future Directions Vision:

We appreciate the old feeling and simplicity of the spirit-filled place in which we
worship. It was built with love and we want to continue to love and care for it. We also
appreciate the beauty of what takes place within it—worship and the music in worship
and concerts that is so important to us and all our acts of creativity, compassion and love.



