
United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
January 29, 2023 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
MH = Methodist Hymnal; PH = Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Robin Wall Kimmerer: “Our teachings tell us to never take more than half.” 

 
Gathering Music Annemieke McLane 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation 
 
Prelude “Entering the Forest,” R. Schumann, from Forest Scenes, opus 82 
 
Blessing and Lighting the Peace Candle 
Leader: In them was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness, 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
  as we light the peace candle. 
 
Introit  “God’s Eye Be Within Me,” J. Bell 
 
Welcome, Announcements, and Mission News 
 
Responsive Reading from “Bless This Land” by Joy Harjo  John Echeverria 
 

Leader:  Bless this land from the top of its head to the bottom of its feet 
 
People:  From the arctic old white head to the brown feet of tropical rain 
 
Leader:  Bless the eyes of this land, for they witness cruelty and kindness in this land 
 
People:  From sunrise light upright to falling down on your knees night 
 
Leader:  Bless the ears of this land, for they hear cries of heartbreak and shouts of celebration in this land 
 
People:  Once we heard no gunshot in these lands; the trees and stones can be heard singing 
 
Leader:  Bless the mouth, lips and speech of this land, for the land is a speaker, a singer, a keeper  
of all that happens here, on this land 
 
People:  Luminous forests, oceans, and rock cliff sold for the trash glut of gold, uranium, or 

oil bust rush yet there are new stories to be made, little ones coming up over the horizon 
 

Leader:  Bless the arms and hands of this land, for they remake and restore beauty in this land 
 
All:   We were held in the circle around these lands by song, and reminded by the knowers 

that not one is over the other, no human above the bird, no bird above the insect, no  
wind above the grass 

 
*Hymn MH #330 “Daw-Kee,” Kiowa prayer, Native American melody 
 



Children’s Time 
 
Anthem “Silver Rain,” Mary Alice and Peter Amidon, music M. Zimmerman, arr. P. Amidon 
 
Reading from Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings 

of Plants, by Robin Wall Kimmerer 
 
*Hymn MH #583 “You Are the Seed” / “Sois la Semilla” 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests, and Reflections 
 
Call to Offering 
 
Benediction 
 
*Sung Benediction Response MH #92, “For the Beauty of the Earth,” verses 1–4 
 
Silent Meditation 
 
*Postlude sung by all, MH #667 “Shalom” (“shalom chaverim”) 
 

* Those who are comfortable may stand 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins, and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

 
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
 

This Sunday! A Mission Moment With Eloise Ginty from Hearts You Hold 
One project that our church has supported through the Mission Committee is Hearts You Hold, a local 
organization founded by Eloise Ginty, a former Newton School teacher. We are so honored to have Eloise  
join us in church this Sunday to share information about Hearts You Hold, which supports migrants, 
immigrants, and refugees. We will present Eloise with a donation from the Mission Committee in honor  
of dear Martha Manheim, a longtime Mission Committee member who was an advocate for refugees. We  
will also have a basket in the back of the church for a special offering for Hearts You Hold. We hope that  
you will join us in supporting their loving work. Thank you! 
 
Fulfilling Our Vision The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends on people joining in when they are 
interested in specific projects. We are continuing our focus on anti-racism and becoming officially Open to  
and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. Climate and other environmental  
issues have also consistently been part of our concern. The vision we are fulfilling is our Future Directions 
statement that you can find on the pew card or Welcome page of our website. Please consider participating!  
We meet the first and third Tuesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. For more information, please speak with  
Kate Reimanis or email her at kreimanis@gmail.com 
 
Next Concerts Dear music friends, in the months February and March, concerts will be held on Sunday 
afternoons, 4–5 p.m. at the United Church of Strafford. Upcoming concerts will be on February 12th and  
March 5th. Donations at the door. (part will go to the Manheim Fund or Deacons’ Fund). 

 


