
Readings for January 15, 2023  
United Church of Strafford Hybrid In-person and Zoom Service 
 
Responsive Reading  from Isaiah 49 and MLK, Jr. 
Leader: God says, “It is too light a thing  
 that you should be my servant to raise up  
 the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel;  
 I will give you as a light to the nations,  
 that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 
People: This hour of history needs a dedicated circle  
 of transformed nonconformists.   
 Our planet teeters on the brink of annihilation.  
 We as Christians have a mandate  
 to be nonconformists.  
Leader: I do not minimize the complexity 
 of the problems that need to be faced…. 
 But I am convinced that we shall not have 
 the will, the courage and the insight  
 to deal with such matters unless… 
 we are prepared to undergo a mental and spiritual 
 reevaluation, a change of focus. 
People: Only through an inner spiritual transformation  
 do we gain the strength to fight vigorously  
  the evils of the world  
 in a humble and loving spirit. 
All: Now let us begin.  
 Now let us rededicate ourselves  
 to the long and bitter—but beautiful— 
 struggle for a new world.   
 This is the calling of the children of God. 
 
Galatians 3:27-28    
As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There 
is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 
 
from Matthew 28:16-20 
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them…and teaching them to obey everything 
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”           continued on next page 



 
John 13:34 
I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. 


