
 

 

 
 

December 4, 2022 
Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
December 4, 2022 

Second Sunday of Advent, Sunday of Peace 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Facing our distress doesn’t make it disappear.  Instead…we are able 
to place our distress within a larger landscape that gives it a different 
meaning.  Rather than feeling afraid of our pain for the world, we 
learn to feel strengthened by it…. This flies in the face of common 
assumptions about how best to deal with distress…. When people are 
able to tell the truth about what they know, see and feel is happening 
to their world, a transformation occurs. There is an increased 
determination to act and renewed appetite for life. 
Joanna Macy & Chris Johnstone, from Active Hope 
 
Comfort, comfort ye my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her 
penalty is paid…A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the 
way, make straight in the desert a highway for our God…” Then the 
glory of God shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together…. 
O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high 
mountain…lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say 
unto the cities of Judah: behold your God.”  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9 
 
Gathering Music                 Becky Bailey 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation         Pastor Tom Kinder 
 
Prelude    
  
Introit   
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, Vermont 05072 
802-765-4585 

Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 

Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 
 

Our Church Covenant  
We gather together with freedom of conscience  

in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Responsive Reading  adapted from Luke 1, the Benedictus of 
Zechariah, at the birth of his son, John the Baptist      Debby Richie 
Leader:  “Blessed is the Spirit of the Universe,  
 which looked favorably on the earth and its people  
 and redeemed them. 
People:  The Spirit evolved a powerful source of salvation for us  
 in the house of its servant David,  
               as was foretold through the mouth  
               of holy prophets from of old,  
Leader: that we would be saved from evil ways 
 and from violence at the hand of all who hate.  
People:  The Spirit has shown the mercy  
               promised to our ancestors,  
               and has remembered our holy covenant,  
               the oath our ancestor Abraham heard God make,  
Leader: to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of evil,  
 might serve God without fear,  
 in holiness and righteousness all our days.  
People:  And you, child, will be called  
               the prophet of the Most High;  
               for you will go before the living source of our hope  
               to prepare the way,  
               to give knowledge of salvation to all people  
               by the forgiveness of their wrongs.  
Leader: By the tender mercy of our God,  
 the dawn from on high will break upon us,   
People: to give light to those who sit in darkness  
 and in the shadow of death,  
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  
 
*Hymn   PH #104   Comfort, Comfort Ye My People         
 
Silent Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon and Grace 
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Lighting of the Second Advent Candle       
Members of the Fulfilling Our Vision Committee 
Please see your pew card for the Lord’s Prayer. We will read the 
New Version at the end. 
 
Anthem   “The Song of the Magi”   Anais Mitchell 
  Christina Robinson, solo (Excerpts on page five) 
       
Scripture   Luke 1:5-24, 57-66 
 
Sermon   Peace: Light to Those Who Sit in Darkness  
 
*Hymn   PH #109   Watchman, Tell Us of the Night  
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 
upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.”  Where do you see 
this happening today? Where do you hope and pray it will happen? 
 
Time of Prayer                  
 
Call to Offering 
      
*Congregational Sung Benediction    
May All Your Restlessness Find Rest  (on page 4) 

 
Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude 
 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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Past sermons are available on the back table. 

Video recorded services, sermon texts and bulletins  
are available on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com  
 
Covid Precautions at Church We continue to require masks while 
in the church building.  Thank you for helping the church be a safe 
and healthy place for all!  from The Steering Committee 
 
Pastoral Care:  Rev. Deadra Ashton, who has been providing 
valuable pastoral care for the past year, finds that she needs to step 
away from this position. Currently, the church council is looking for 
someone to fill that important position.  
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Excerpts from “Song of the Magi”  
by Anais Mitchell 
 
When we came 
We came through the cold 
We came bearing gifts of gold 
And frankincense and myrrh 
And there were trumpets playing 
There were angels looking down 
On a west bank town 
And he so loved the world! 
  
…A child is born 
Born in Bethlehem 
Born in a cattle pen 
A child is born on the killing floor 
And still he no crying makes 
Still as the air is he 
Lying so prayerfully there 
Waiting for the war 
  
Welcome home, my child 
Your home is a checkpoint now 
Your home is a border town 
Welcome to the brawl 
Life ain’t fair, my child 
Put your hands in the air, my child 
Slowly now, single file, now 
Up against the wall… 
  
And there were shepherds praying 
There were lions laying down 
With the lambs in a west bank town 
And he so loved the world! 
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Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on people joining in when they are interested in specific projects.  
We are continuing our focus on anti-racism and becoming officially 
Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities.  We also voted at Annual Meeting to create a 
Reparations Fund for Native Americans, and we will be exploring 
how that can be most beneficial.  The vision we are fulfilling is our 
Future Directions Statement that you can find on the pew card or on 
the Welcome page of our website.   Next Meeting:  Tuesday, 
December 6 at 7:00 PM  will be a planning meeting on Zoom and in 
person in the church library.  Please join us!  For more information 
and zoom links, please speak with Kate Reimanis or email her at 
kreimanis@gmail.com. 
 
Mission Committee Update: Honoring Dot Burden 
For many years, Dot Burden faithfully served our church and was a 
long-time member of the Mission Committee. Both Dot and Bill 
were passionate about our church contributing to the Strafford Senior 
Meal program and they often hand-delivered our donation in person. 
In honor of Dot and all of the work that she did for our church, the 
Mission Committee has made a donation to the senior meal program 
in her name. With love, Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker and 
Cameron Speth 
 
Childcare We welcome children of all ages to the United Church of 
Strafford!  Childcare is available during the church service, provided 
by teens and adults for children second grade and younger.  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. See our website Welcome page for details.  
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Advent, Christmas & Epiphany Services & Events Calendar  
Sun. Dec. 4  Second Sunday of Advent The candle of Peace. 
Fri. Dec. 9  7:00 PM Thetford Chamber Singers concert here 
Sun. Dec. 11  Third Sunday of Advent and Pageant Sunday 
During the 10:00 AM service Rachel Guaraldi will present a puppet 
pageant with an opportunity for children to participate and for the 
congregation to sing carols.  Afterward, Tom will lead a brief Advent 
service and we will light the candle of Joy. 
Sun. Dec. 18  Fourth Sunday of Advent, Mary Sunday 
Lighting the candle of Love and celebrating Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and the model she serves for our spiritual lives. 
Tues. Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM   
Picture excited and awe-filled children, a sanctuary lit entirely by 
candles, beloved lessons and carols and gorgeous instrumental music 
provided by The Cantornote Church Musicians, in a service timed to 
allow you to have all your other Christmas Eve traditions as well. 
Sun. Dec. 25   Christmas Day, 10:00 AM Zoom-only gathering 
On Christmas morning we will gather by Zoom to read aloud a 
beloved Christmas story for all ages and to say Merry Christmas to 
one another. 
Sun. Jan. 1  Epiphany Sunday Zoom-only Worship Service  The 
Magi follow the star… 
Sun. Jan. 8  Second Sunday Story Sunday (see page seven) 
Sun. Jan. 15  Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday Vermont UCC Open 
& Affirming consultant Jeffrey Tuper-Giles leads worship 
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.  Featuring pianist Annemieke McLane: 

Sunday January 22nd 4:00 PM  “New Hopes” 
Sunday February 12th  4:00 PM  “With Love” 

 
     Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
           Dawn is bringing the trees 
   to life again.  No leaves, 

                                   but their roots go deep.   
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