
Readings for November 20, 2022  
United Church of Strafford Hybrid In-person and Zoom Service 
 
Responsive Reading  adapted from Psalm 95     Jane Prescott 
Leader:   O come, let us sing to our Creator; 
 let us make a joyful noise  
 to the rock of our salvation. 
People:   Let us come into its presence everywhere 
 with thanksgiving; 
 let us make a joyful noise with songs of praise! 
Leader:   For the creative force in the universe 
 is the greatest force, a great God above all gods. 
People:   In its Spirit’s hands are the depths of the earth; 
 the heights of the mountains, also. 
Leader:   The sea belongs to the holy one 
 who created it, to the vast hands 
 that formed the dry land. 
People:   O come, let us worship and bow down, 
 let us kneel humbly before the Spirit 
 that sparked life into being and nurtured it, 
 that evolved human beings, and made us. 
People:   For that is our God, 
 our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, 
 and we are the people of their pasture, 
 the sheep of their hand. 
 
Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near.   Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  As for the 
things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and the 
God of peace will be with you. 
 
Matthew 6:19-33 
 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and 
where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 



neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 
of light, but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If, then, 
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
 
 “No one can serve two masters, for a servant will either hate the one and love the other 
or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 
 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body 
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly parent feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 
And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to your span of life? And why do 
you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. But if the Spirit so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, will it not much more clothe you—you of little faith? Therefore 
do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we 
wear?’ For it is the gentiles who seek all these things, and indeed your heavenly parent 
knows that you need all these things. But seek first the realm of God and its 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 


