
Readings for October 30, 2022  
United Church of Strafford Hybrid In-person and Zoom Service 
 
Responsive Reading  from Psalm 32    
Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,  
 whose sin is covered. 
People: While I kept silence, my body wasted away  
 through my groaning all day long.   
Leader: Then I acknowledged my sin to you,  
 and I did not hide my iniquity;  
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to God,”  
 and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
People: Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you;  
 at a time of distress,  
 the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 
Leader: You are a hiding place for me;  
 you preserve me from trouble;  
 you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 
People: I will instruct you  
 and teach you the way you should go;  
 I will counsel you with my eye upon you.   
Leader: Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,  
 whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,  
 else it will not stay near you. 
People: Many are the torments of the wicked,  
 but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in God. 
 Be glad in God and rejoice, O righteous,  
 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
 
Micah 6:6-8 
 “With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I 
come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased 
with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for 
my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, 
what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Amos 5:21-24 
“I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and 
the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from 
me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an everflowing stream.”         continued 



 
Luke 19:1-10 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it.  A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was rich.  He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature.  So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 
 
When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today.”  So he hurried down and was happy to 
welcome him. 
 
All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 
sinner.” 
 
Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will 
give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as 
much.” 
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 


