
Readings for October 16, 2022  
United Church of Strafford Hybrid In-person and Zoom Service 
 
Responsive Reading    from Psalm 104 
Leader: Bless God, O my soul.  
 O God, my God, you are very great.    
People: You stretch out the heavens like a tent, 
 You set the earth on its foundations. 
 You make springs gush forth in the valleys 
 giving drink to every wild animal. 
 The earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 
Leader: O God how manifold are your works!  
 In wisdom you have made them all;  
 the earth is full of your creatures. 
People: They all look to you  
 to give them their food in due season; 
 when you give to them, they gather it up;  
 when you open your hand,  
 they are filled with good things. 
Leader: When you hide your face, they are dismayed;  
 when you take away their breath,  
 they die and return to their dust. 
People: When you send forth your spirit, they are created;  
 and you renew the face of the ground. 
Leader: May your glory endure forever;  
 may you rejoice in your works! 
People: I will sing to you as long as I live;  
 I will sing praise to you while I have my being. 
 May my meditation be pleasing to you, 
 my God, in whom I rejoice. 
 
from Acts 17:26-30,  Paul is preaching to the citizens of Athens 
From one common ancestor, from one blood, God made all nations to inhabit the whole earth…. 
Indeed, God is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being….’ 
While God has overlooked past times of human ignorance, now he commands all people 
everywhere to undergo metanoia.     
 
Galatians 3:28 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.    
 
Timothy 4:1b-5, the Apostle Paul instructs his disciple, Timothy 
I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or 
unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching.  For 
the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching 
ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and will turn 



away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths.  As for you, always be sober, 
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 
from John 17:20-23, from the final prayer of Jesus 
“I ask…that they may all be one. As you…are in me and I am in you, may they also be in 
us…., I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one.” 
 
 


