
 

 

 

 
July 17, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
July 17, 2022 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Step Eleven: We sought through prayer and meditation to improve 
our conscious contact with God as we understood and defined God, 
praying only for knowledge of God’s will for us and the power to 
carry that out.   Step Twelve: Having had a spiritual awakening as 
the result of these steps, we tried to carry this message to other 
struggling people, and to practice these principles in all our affairs.    

Adapted from the 12 Steps 
 
Gathering Music        Annemieke McLane 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude     Siciliano, Opus 42, No. 2   M. Moszkowski 
                            
Blessing and Lighting the Peace Candle  
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
 as we light the peace candle.  
 
Introit   “In the Lord”  Taizé 
 
Welcome and Announcements      
 
Call to Worship  
    
Responsive Reading  from Psalm 32         Ingrid Webb, Reader     
Leader:  O God, do not be far away! 

  O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
People:  Deliver my soul from the sword! 
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Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

 Leader:  From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued me. 
  I will tell of your ways to all around me; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 

People:  For you did not despise or abhor the affliction 
     of the afflicted; you did not hide your face from me,  

   but heard when I cried to you. 
Leader:  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; 

  Those who seek you shall praise you! 
  May our hearts live forever in your love! 

People:  All the ends of the earth shall remember, 
   and turn to you, O God, with hope. 

 
*Hymn   PH #211  Jesus, Lover of My Soul 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer     Galatians 3:23-29                                              

           
Anthem   “How Could Anyone”  Libby Roderick/arr. Peter Amidon 
 
Scripture    Luke 8:26-39 
 
Sermon   What Have You to Do with Me? 
 
*Hymn   O Spirit, Help Me Open Wide   hymn folder                             
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
Reflection Questions: Spiritual traditions formed in ancient times 
because people talked with one another about experiences they had 
of a higher power working in their lives and in nature. The 12 Steps 
have grown in a similar way in modern times, by addicted people 
having a spiritual awakening and carrying the message of it to others 
who shared the same kind of struggles.  It is crucial that we talk 
about our own experiences because people today need the hope that 
comes from hearing stories of a higher power that can lift and save 
them from their demons and a world of trouble.  What do you have 
to share?  How does your higher power help you? 
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Time of Prayer                  
 
Call to Offering    
 
*Benediction   
 
*Sung Benediction Response   Pues si vivimos   hymn folder 

  
Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude   “Song Without Words”  Opus 19 No. 1  F. Mendelssohn 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
 
Covid Precautions at Church  We continue the mask requirement 
in church for the time being with every other pew roped off and 
refreshments outside.   from The Steering Committee 
 
 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
          A veil parts 
   and something as common as bark 

                     reveals its beauty. 
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Change for Annemieke  Our beloved church musician and choir 
director, Annemieke McLane, is stepping down from that position.  
Her last Sunday will be August 7th.  She writes: “Dear wonderful 
Strafford community, After 7 years of playing for services at the 
United Church of Strafford…I am sorry that I cannot continue with 
this work. This community is precious, awake, alert,  and loving. 
Deep gratitude and many thanks for all you do…. [I] will keep the 
concerts going. With much love, Annemieke McLane” 
 
Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on people joining in when they are interested in specific projects.  
We are resuming our focus on anti-racism and becoming officially 
Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities. Climate and environmental concerns have also 
consistently been part of our concern.  The vision we are fulfilling is 
our Future Directions Statement that you can find on the pew card or 
Welcome page of our website.  Please speak with Tom if you are 
interested in participating. 
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or of individual, 
couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra 
at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone at 765-4585.  
 
Spiritual Exploration and Childcare for the Children We 
welcome children of all ages to the United Church of Strafford!  
Childcare is available during the church service, provided by teens 
and adults for children second grade and younger. Older children are 
welcome to stay with their families during the service itself (as are 
youngers, if they prefer).                                                        page four 

Mission Committee Update: Sending Aid to Somalia and Ukraine 
One news story that does not seem to be getting a lot of attention is 
the current humanitarian disaster in Somalia. "An unprecedented 
fourth failed rainy season with catastrophic hunger, disease and 
displacement has forced Somalia into a climate crisis, the Norwegian 
Refugee Council’s Secretary General Jan Egeland warned today." 
(June 23, 2022) To respond to this, the Mission Committee made a 
donation on behalf of the church to Oxfam, earmarked for Somalia. 
Also, as the war in Ukraine continues, the need for help is ongoing as 
well as overwhelming. The Mission Committee also donated on 
behalf of the church to Church World Service for relief in Ukraine.  
Please feel free to join us in supporting these hard-working 
organizations and please share any ideas for local or international 
mission work with one of us. With gratitude and love,  
Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker and Cameron Speth 
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
August 12th, organist Jack Langdon "Nocturnes in Strafford" 
August 19th, Stuart and Sylvia Smith, benefit for Strafford Library 
September 16th, Cellist Emily Taubl with music by. Brahms, Dvorak 
October 14th, Violinist Alicia Casey  
 
Jack Langdon Organ Concert 7:00 PM August 12th  Langdon’s 
approach to performance investigates the unique qualities of 
individual organs. Jack is a proponent of contemporary organ music 
and regularly creates new work. Jack lives in East Thetford on the 
unceded land of the Abenaki and is a member of the Sault Ste. Marie 
Tribe of Chippewa Indians.  This program, Strafford Nocturne, 
features three works which encourage us to contemplate the quiet, 
beautiful moments of life, including a chorale prelude by Johann 
Gottfried Walther, and a work Langdon composed as a tribute to his 
time spent in and around Strafford featuring an intimate interplay 
between the sound of the organ and four field recordings taken at 
various locations in and around Strafford.    
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