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I Am About To Do a New Thing  
Rev. Thomas Cary Kinder 
United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
June 5, 2022  Pentecost 
from Psalm 104; Acts 2:1-17, 40-47; Isaiah 43:1-3a, 18-21 
    

Welcome:  Welcome to the United Church of Strafford, Vermont, on this day of 

Pentecost.  Welcome to those of you in the sanctuary and those online.   

Pentecost celebrates all the manifestations of the Holy Spirit among us—every expression 

of Christ-like love and goodness that we see.   

It is also a day of drama.  The Bible says, “Suddenly from heaven there came a sound like 

the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where [the disciples] were sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages” about God’s power.   

Imagine the uproar of it!  When it quieted down, what lasted was love, and a new way of 

living dedicated to caring for one another and being one in the Spirit—living what Bishop Tutu 

called God’s dream.   

Some churches celebrate Pentecost with fireworks, but the truest way is to linger after the 

service in the sanctuary or on Zoom and share life together, reaching out with love to make sure 

all feel at home and included and supported, and then going out into our lives to share the love 

and light we find here. 

  

Call to Worship:  Human consciousness has evolved over time—think of the first 

development of language tens of thousands of years ago, then the Golden Age emergence of 

religion and democracy around 500 BCE, then the 17th Century Enlightenment and Age of Reason 

and science, and now the current evolution toward a sense of oneness, beginning perhaps with the 

abolitionist movements in the 19th Century, liberating those who have been oppressed, and 

recognizing that human fate is bound up with the fate of all life on earth.   

We can discern a force at work in this evolution toward greater love, understanding and 

community, the same natural force that gathers galactic dust and living cells into cohesive 

relationships and recreates new stars and life forms out of old.  We see this at work everywhere 

that our telescopes can reach and we see it in our backyard compost.   
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This re-creating force came upon the followers of Christ at Pentecost, and it has remade 

this congregation countless times.  “I am about to do a new thing,” God says through Isaiah.  Let 

us worship together with hope and joy that the Spirit is still at work and we may still evolve. 

This congregation emerged from a difficult stretch of years in 2017 and spent several 

months opening to the Spirit as it moved through our hopes and dreams to arrive at a vision for 

where we were going.  The result was our Future Directions Vision.  I invite you now to stand 

and join together reading the shorter version, the Future Directions Vision as a Unison Reading. 

 
The United Church of Strafford aspires  
to be a community of open hearts and minds  
embracing differences and diverse traditions,  
extending faithful Christ-like love and support to all, 
reaching out especially to those in need. 
We intend to be a force, not merely a presence,  
effecting positive social change 
for peace, justice and the care of God’s creation.   
We come to this sanctuary to be renewed to serve,  
finding inspiration and wisdom  
in traditional words and music  
and in new insights and expressions.   
We want to learn and grow. 
We want to provide training in contemplative practice 
and to experience our lives and the world as sacred.  
We hope to address big questions and controversial issues 
openly and humbly, respectful of varied views and feelings.  
We want children to be involved in every aspect of church life. 
We seek ways to serve the changing needs of each generation.  
We appreciate the beauty of this building  
and what takes place within it 
as we celebrate and follow the way of Christ 
with Spirit-filled acts  
of creativity, compassion and love. 
 
Adopted October 28, 2018 
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Children’s Time:   Some miracles in the Bible are impossible to prove and not necessary 

to believe.  But other miracles are provable and extremely important to human history and our 

daily lives, and Pentecost is one of them.   

We do not know what it was really like, but we do know this: after Jesus was crucified his 

followers were scattered and lost at first, but they came back together.  That was a miracle of 

courage, because Jesus had been publicly tortured and executed, and they were in danger of the 

same if they kept his movement going.   

Then after Jesus was gone they were together praying and trying to figure out what to do 

next when suddenly they were transformed as individuals and as a community, and they went 

from being a hundred or so ordinary working class people with little or no training to being a 

movement of thousands that spread across the world.   

It was a miraculous explosion of energetic, creative love, letting go of selfishness and 

laying down their lives to serve others, and while the movement of the church has not always 

followed the original way of oneness, Pentecost reminds us that the Spirit working through us has 

done enormous good and still can.   

So on this anniversary of that day, we remember the story as it has been handed down to 

us.  Earlier I told how the disciples were gathered like us and praying when a roaring wind blasted 

into the room and the air filled with crackling fire over their heads. They felt a rush of joy and 

praised God’s power loudly in languages they didn’t even know.   

People from all over the world were in Jerusalem for the Pentecost festival 50 Days after 

Passover, celebrating God giving Moses the new law, and the people heard their own language 

being spoken and were amazed.  Some thought the disciples were crazy drunk, but Peter told 

them it was the Spirit, a sign God was doing something big and new, and many people joined 

them.   

They created a beautiful way of life.  They shared everything they owned so everyone had 

all they needed.  They gave what was left beyond their needs to poor or hurting people.   

So today we remember that the Spirit can do a new thing in our lives, too, and if we want 

that, we can do what the disciples did to receive the wisdom and power that the Spirit brought 

them… Pray!   Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us… 
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Sermon:  I Am About To Do a New Thing  

We recognize prophecies as gifts of the Holy Spirit when they speak truths about the 

nature of reality that we can apply to our time and place. 

Listen to the comforting hope of the Spirit speaking through the prophet Isaiah in the 

context of today’s climate crisis: “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you.”  And, “When you walk through fire you shall 

not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.”  And most of all, “Do not remember the 

former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do 

you not perceive it?” 

We can feel hope today because we know that the force of love and life and light that we 

name God has proven true to those words since the dawn of time. 

The Bible says that in the beginning everything was without form and void and dark. God 

said, “I am about to do a new thing,” and the Spirit gave birth to the universe with a Big Bang, 

and there was light. 

For almost a billion years the earth was nothing but water and rock.  Then God said, “I am 

about to do a new thing,” and the Spirit touched lifeless elements together and a single cell began 

pulsing.  A few billion years later the Spirit did a new thing when it breathed human 

consciousness into being. 

“I am about to do a new thing,” God says through Isaiah, and the children of Israel are 

freed from their Babylonian captivity and return to rebuild their homeland. 

“I am about to do a new thing,” God says, and Enlightenments rise out of Dark Ages.  God 

does a new thing and oppressed people are liberated.  God does a new thing and human 

consciousness evolves and society is transformed. 

Isaiah’s prophecy rings true in our bones because God has done new things in every one of 

us.  We are different at age two than at birth, different at age twelve than at two, different at age 

twenty than at twelve, and if we are blessed enough to continue to evolve God will do a new thing 

in our lives a few more times beyond twenty.   

God does a new thing particularly when an old thing has fallen apart. The Christian 

contemplative teacher and Franciscan monk, Richard Rohr, writes, “You will remain largely 

unconscious as a human being until issues come into your life that you cannot fix or control and 
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something challenges you at your present level of development, forcing you to expand and 

deepen. It is in the struggle with our shadow self, with failure, or with wounding, that we break 

into higher levels of consciousness.”  (from Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Two Halves of 

Life) 

Certainly that was true for Isaiah in exile.  It is equally true for the wisdom born of 

suffering you can find in 12 Step addiction recovery groups, or cancer or bereavement support 

groups. 

So if you personally are struggling right now, Isaiah’s prophecy is for you.  And if you are 

tempted to despair over our world, the prophecy is for you.  God is about to do a new thing.  It is 

springing forth.  Do you not perceive it?   

Today on this Day of Pentecost listen for what is blowing in the wind, look for the fire the 

Spirit is sparking in your life and in the world.  What do you hear?  What do you see?  Where 

might the Spirit be moving us now? 

God has a dream for life, a dream that the earth has been moving toward for billions of 

years, and God is not done yet.  As Archbishop Desmond Tutu wrote, “It is possible to have a 

new kind of world, a world where there will be more compassion, more gentleness, more caring, 

more laughter, more joy for all of God’s creation, because that is God’s dream.  And God says, 

‘Help me, help me, help me realize my dream.’” (Preface to The Green Bible.) 

Gus Speth has done extraordinary work with colleagues thinking practically about how we 

can help realize God’s dream, particularly the new social and economic systems that can replace 

the ones that are destroying our ability to survive on earth, but we will not be able to make the 

changes necessary in time unless humanity has a rapid shift of consciousness.   

Gus lists six factors that can speed that change of consciousness, as you may recall: 1. 

calamity or the threat of one; 2. wise leaders; 3. a new narrative and positive vision being 

articulated; 4. a united mass movement; 5. effective social marketing; and 6. a proliferation of 

models of a new way of living.  (From The Coming Transformation: Values to Sustain Human 

and Natural Communities, p. 11 ff) 

The Holy Spirit launched the first church in a way that fulfilled all six of those.  
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First, contemporary society was a calamity from the perspective of the followers of 

Jesus—the suffering of the poor, the exclusion and oppression of people based on superficial 

differences, all the systemic social and economic injustices.   

Second, the Holy Spirit gave extraordinary wisdom to the ordinary working people who 

led the early church so that, third, they were able to articulate a compelling new narrative of the 

human story and a positive vision for the realm of God on earth, drawn from the life and 

teachings of Jesus.   

Fourth, they were blessed with apostles like Paul, community organizers who built a mass 

movement and whose letters were, fifth, extremely effective social marketing.   

And finally, sixth, the early churches were a proliferation of models of a new way of 

living, showing how to create God’s realm on earth. 

The result of this combination of factors was a shift in consciousness throughout the 

Western world that changed history.   

So how can we in this church in our time and place help God do a new thing?  How can we 

help the Spirit change the consciousness of our society?  

We read aloud our answer to those questions from five years ago in the Future Directions 

Vision.  Pentecost and the Spirit and the changing condition of our world all urge us to ask the 

questions again and answer them anew.  

Imagine writing a Future Directions Vision today.  What new thing do you feel God is 

about to do, or what do you feel the Spirit needs us to do now?  What is your dream or vision for 

what we could do or become? 

Let us pray in silence opening our imagination to the Spirit’s inspiration… 

 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 

                The Doves stay out late. 

     They are watching the sun set 

              behind the mountain. 

 


