
 

 

 

 
June 26, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
June 26, 2022 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
“Where is God in this picture? God is all over the place. God is up 
there, down here, inside my skin and out. God is the web, the energy, 
the space, the light—not captured in them, as if any of those concepts 
was more real than what unites them—but revealed in that singular, 
vast net of relationships that animates everything that is.” Barbara 
Brown Taylor in response to quantum physics in her book The 
Luminous Web 
 
“I am not a space that God does not occupy.” Cynthia Bourgeault 
 
Gathering Music        Annemieke McLane 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude     ”La Bandoline”    F. Couperin 
                            
Blessing and Lighting the Peace Candle  
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
 as we light the peace candle.  
 
Introit   “Prayer of the Children”   K. Bestor/A. Klouse/Choirantine 
 
Welcome and Announcements      
 
Call to Worship     
 
Responsive Reading  from Psalm 32    Ingrid Webb 
Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,  
 whose sin is covered.                                          page one 

United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 

Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 

For Pastoral Care: revdeadra@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

People: While I kept silence, my body wasted away  
 through my groaning all day long.   
Leader: Then I acknowledged my sin to you,  
 and I did not hide my iniquity;  
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to God,”  
 and you forgave the guilt of my sin. 
People: Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you;  
 at a time of distress,  
 the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them. 
Leader: You are a hiding place for me;  
 you preserve me from trouble;  
 you surround me with glad cries of deliverance. 
People: I will instruct you  
 and teach you the way you should go;  
 I will counsel you with my eye upon you.   
Leader: Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,  
 whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,  
 else it will not stay near you. 
People: Many are the torments of the wicked,  
 but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in God. 
 Be glad in God and rejoice, O righteous,  
 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. 
People:     O God, my God, I cried to you for help,  
       and you have healed me. 
 
*Hymn   MH #463  Lord, Speak to Me 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer    
 
Anthem    “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  

words: Prayer of St. Francis; music: Peter Amidon 
 
Scripture   Galatians 2:15-16 and 2:19-3:5 
 
Sermon   It Is No Longer I Who Live 
 
*Hymn   Be Thou My Vision     hymn folder                    page two             

Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
Reflection Questions: Have you ever come up with a solution to a 
problem by letting go or stepping away and then receiving an 
inspiration?  Or have you ever changed your perspective and 
thinking to a completely new way of seeing some aspect of life?  If 
so, what do you think caused the change? 
 
Time of Prayer                  
 
Call to Offering    
 
*Benediction   
 
*Sung Benediction Response   PH #543 God Be in My Head 

 
Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude    Prelude in d, BWV 926   J.S. Bach 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or of individual, 
couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra 
at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone at 765-4585.  
 
Spiritual Exploration and Childcare for the Children We 
welcome children of all ages to the United Church of Strafford!  
Childcare is available during the church service, provided by teens 
and adults for children second grade and younger. Older children are 
welcome to stay with their families during the service itself (as are 
youngers, if they prefer).                                                      page three  



 

 

Change for Annemieke  Our beloved church musician and choir 
director, Annemieke McLane, is stepping down from that position.  
Her last Sunday will be August 7th.  Here is a message from her:  
“Dear wonderful Strafford community, After 7 years of playing for 
services at the United Church of Strafford, with a wonderful choir, 
Becky Bailey as part of the music committee, with so many many 
wonderful moments, newly written pageants, Noel concerts, singing 
workshops with Julie Ness, Jeremiah McLane, Tim Cummings, Carl 
Recchia, Jody Albright, Mary Alice and Peter Amidon, Pete 
Sutherland and upcoming June 25th with Jessie Pierpont, Lord's Acre 
plays, Christmas services, choir production videos, but mostly, 
weekly connecting…in person, via zoom. I am sorry that I cannot 
continue with this work. This community is precious, awake, alert,  
and loving. Deep gratitude and many thanks for all you do. And I am 
sorry for not being able to provide weekly music anymore. but will 
keep the concerts going, also in honor of Martha Manheim, who is 
such an inspiration for me. With much love, Annemieke McLane” 
 
Today’s Introit  Annemieke suggested we watch this moving video 
of a song she helped teach in the singing workshop yesterday.  Here 
is some of what the YouTube description says: “The escalating 
conflict in Ukraine poses an immediate and growing threat to the 
lives and well-being of the country’s 7.5 million children.” 
(UNICEF) In solidarity with Ukraine, CHOIRANTINE launched a 
fundraiser project for two organizations actively involved in the 
current evacuation process. VOICES OF CHILDREN is a Ukrainian 
charity that uses art therapy to help war-traumatized young people. 
UNICEF remains committed to staying on the ground for 
humanitarian work despite operational and security challenges in 
Ukraine. We encourage people to give financial aid to a country in 
desperate need. DONATE now and help save and change children's 
lives. (See the YouTube video for details.)  Choirantine is a virtual 
choir set up by Tim Burns, a professional choral director and 
musician. Each CHOIRANTINE session focuses on learning a 
simple arrangement of a classic song, to provide entertainment, lift 
spirits and foster community during a time of global lockdown.” 
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Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on people joining in when they are interested in specific projects.  
We are resuming our focus on anti-racism and becoming officially 
Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities. Climate and environmental concerns have also 
consistently been part of our concern.  The vision we are fulfilling is 
our Future Directions Statement that you can find on the pew card or 
Welcome page of our website.  Please speak with Tom if you are 
interested in participating. 
 
Covid Precautions at Church  We continue the mask requirement 
in church for the time being with every other pew roped off and 
refreshments outside.  We will be meeting soon to reassess the 
situation as conditions change.   from The Steering Committee 
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
August 12th  Jack Langdon, organ recital  
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
           The warbling Wren. 
    Something that beautiful 

                       must be a song to praise God.  
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