
 

 

 
June 19, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
June 19, 2022 

Second Sunday after Pentecost 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
“In essentials, unity. 

In nonessentials, liberty. 
In all things, charity.” 

A saying handed down through the Reform tradition  
of the United Church of Christ. 

 
Gathering Music        Annemieke McLane 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    Intermezzo, Opus 119 No. 1   J. Brahms  
                            
Blessing and Lighting the Peace Candle  
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
 as we light the peace candle.  
 
Introit    “I’m Gonna Lift My Sister Up”  Faya Rose Touré/Amidons 
 
Welcome and Announcements      
 
Call to Worship     
 
Responsive Reading    from Psalm 30      Herbert Goertz, Reader 
Leader:  I will extol you, O God, for you have drawn me up,  
   and did not let my foes rejoice over me. 
People:  O God, my God, I cried to you for help,  
    and you have healed me. 
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Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Leader:  O God, you brought up my soul from Sheol, and 
    restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 
People:  Sing praises to God, O you his faithful ones,  
    and give thanks to God’s holy name.  
Leader:  For God’s anger is but for a moment; 
   God’s favor is for a lifetime.  
   Weeping may linger for the night,  
   but joy comes with the morning. 
People:  As for me, I said in my prosperity,  
   “I shall never be moved.” 
Leader:  By your favor, O God,  
   you had established me as a strong mountain;  
   you hid your face; I was dismayed.  
People:  To you, O God, I cried,  
    and to you I made supplication:  
Leader:  “What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit?  
   Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness?  
People:  Hear, O God, and be gracious to me!  
    O God, be my helper!” 
Leader:  You have turned my mourning into dancing;  
   you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy,  
People:  So that my soul may praise you and not be silent.  
    O God, my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 
 
*Hymn   MH #378  Amazing Grace  verses 1-4, 6 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer    
 
Anthem    “Unser Vater”   A. Part 
 
Scripture  Galatians 1:11-24; Luke 7:11-17 
 
Sermon   You Restored Me to Life 
 
*Hymn   O God of Our Restoring      hymn folder 
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Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
Reflection Questions: Have you seen a higher power at work 
restoring someone or something to life?  Have you seen that 
restorative power working through people?  Do you see it happening 
anywhere today? 
 
Time of Prayer                  
 
Call to Offering    
 
*Benediction   
 
*Sung Benediction Response   

When Peace Like a River  verses 1, 2, 4    hymn folder 
 

Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude   Intermezzo, Opus 118 No. 2   J. Brahms 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or of individual, 
couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra 
at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone at 765-4585.  
 
Spiritual Exploration and Childcare for the Children We 
welcome children of all ages to the United Church of Strafford!  
Childcare is available during the church service, provided by teens 
and adults for children second grade and younger. Older children are 
welcome to stay with their families during the service itself (as are 
youngers, if they prefer).                                                      page three  



 

 

Change for Annemieke  Our beloved church musician and choir 
director, Annemieke McLane, is stepping down from that position.  
Her last Sunday will be August 7th.  Here is a message from her:  
“Dear wonderful Strafford community, After 7 years of playing for 
services at the United Church of Strafford, with a wonderful choir, 
Becky Bailey as part of the music committee, with so many many 
wonderful moments, newly written pageants, Noel concerts, singing 
workshops with Julie Ness, Jeremiah McLane, Tim Cummings, Carl 
Recchia, Jody Albright, Mary Alice and Peter Amidon, Pete 
Sutherland and upcoming June 25th with Jessie Pierpont, Lord's Acre 
plays, Christmas services, choir production videos, but mostly, 
weekly connecting…in person, via zoom. This community is 
precious, awake, alert,  and loving. Deep gratitude and many thanks 
for all you do. And I am sorry for not being able to provide weekly 
music anymore. but will keep the concerts going,  also in honor of 
Martha Manheim, who is such an inspiration for me. With much 
love, Annemieke McLane” 
 
Sing for Peace June 25 People of all ages and musical experience 
levels are welcome at “Sing for Peace” day, Saturday, June 25, led 
by conductor Jessie Pierpont and UCS Musical DIrector Annemieke 
McLane. Open to all ages and musical experience levels. The choral 
workshop is from 10:30 am-2:30 pm, with an hour lunch break/social 
time noon-1 pm. Free but donations welcome for the church’s 
Manheim Fund for the Arts. Jessie and Annemieke will lead this 
choral workshop focusing on inclusive and collaborative music-
making, promoting leadership, and healthy pedagogical singing 
techniques. We will encourage mutual inspiration and actively 
participate in a global mission to promote peace and unity among the 
Strafford community and beyond. Repertoire will include Ola 
Gjeilo's “Ubi Caritas” and Kurt Bestor's “Prayer of the Children” and 
shorter songs/rounds. Please email or speak with Annemieke to let 
her know if you will be there! 
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Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on people joining in when they are interested in specific projects.  
We are resuming our focus on anti-racism and becoming officially 
Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities. Climate and environmental concerns have also 
consistently been part of our concern.  The vision we are fulfilling is 
our Future Directions Statement that you can find on the pew card or 
Welcome page of our website.  Please speak with Tom if you are 
interested in participating. 
 
Covid Precautions at Church  We continue the mask requirement 
in church for the time being with every other pew roped off and 
refreshments outside.  We will be meeting soon to reassess the 
situation as conditions change.   from The Steering Committee 
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers on Thursday 
evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
June 25 10:30-2:30 Singing workshop (see announcement above) 
August 12th  Jack Langdon, organ recital  
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
           Tangle of briar. 
    A single rose bud 

                       reaching up into the Light.  
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