
 

 

 

 
May 8, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
May 8, 2022 

Fourth Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
“O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God!  Behold, the Lord God will come with strong 
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, 
and his work before him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he 
shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and 
shall gently lead those that are with young.”  Isaiah 40:9-11, King 
James Version 
 
Gathering Music                Carol Rousseau 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude     
                            
Blessing and Lighting the Peace Candle  
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
 as we light the peace candle. 
 
Introit     
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Unison Reading  PH p. 540, #110  Psalm 23, King James Version 
           Ingrid Webb, Reader                  
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 

Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 

For Pastoral Care: revdeadra@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

*Hymn   PH #343   In Heavenly Love Abiding   
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer   Matthew 18:12-14 
 
Anthem    
 
Scripture Reading   I John 3:14-18; John 14-18, 27-30 
 
Sermon   Laying Down Our Lives for One Another 
 
*Hymn   Won’t You Let Me Be Your Servant   hymn folder 
  
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
Reflection Questions: What good shepherds have you known, and 
what good shepherding have you seen?  People of all ages and 
cultures have observed that the Spirit of the universe that flows 
through all living beings is like a good shepherd.  If that is true, what 
can we expect the Spirit to be doing on earth now?  What does it 
want to do through us? 
 
Time of Prayer                  
 
Call to Offering    
 
*Benediction   
 
*Sung Benediction Response   
MH #348  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling  verse one only 
 
Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude    
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Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

About Open and Affirming  Today’s sermon talks about a church 
becoming Open and Affirming.  This is an official designation by the 
national United Church of Christ for churches that are open to and 
affirming of people of all sexual orientations and gender identities.  
Open and Affirming churches go through a process of education and 
discernment and then create a covenant that often makes a broad 
commitment to oppose all forms of discrimination and oppression 
wherever the church encounters them.  For that reason, all 
marginalized or persecuted people know that the Open and Affirming 
congregation will welcome and affirm and care for them.  Here is 
some of what the official Open and Affirming website says: 
 
“‘All Are Welcome’ isn’t enough:  Lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people of faith often experience emotional and 
spiritual injury in churches that condemn their capacity to love and 
seek love. Because they’ve learned that “All Are Welcome” usually 
doesn’t apply to them, they can’t assume that any church will be safe 
for them and their families.  A public welcome by an Open and 
Affirming (ONA) church sends a clear message to LGBT seekers 
that they have a home in the United Church of Christ. 
 
“A congregation’s affirmation and support through an ONA covenant 
can be a life-changing and life-saving experience—especially for 
LGBT youth. 
 
“A public welcome to LGBT seekers helps churches grow. When 
new ONA churches attract new members, many of them are young 
straight couples starting new families: they identify with the values 
ONA represents, and want their children to learn the faith in a 
welcoming church.” 
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Spiritual Exploration and Childcare for the Children  
The Spiritual Exploration time for children is over for the year, but 
we still welcome children of all ages to the United Church of 
Strafford!  Childcare is available during the church service, provided 
by teens and adults for children second grade and younger. Older 
children are welcome to stay with their families during the service 
itself (as are youngers, if they prefer). 
 
Mission Committee Good News and THANK YOU! 
Thank you so much for all of the generous donations to World 
Central Kitchen which is helping to feed Ukrainian refugees and 
citizens still in Ukraine. We sent a total of $3,015 from our church 
and community to help with World Central Kitchen's heroic efforts. 
Many thanks to all!  
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or of individual, 
couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra 
at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone at 765-4585.  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an 
informal meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited 
to be part of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome 
page for details and the different Zoom links for the two standing 
events.  
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
May 13th  Cassotto Duo (Jeremiah & Annemieke McLane)   
June 17th  Hanover Highschool talents Ian Goldberg, clarinet,  

     Miriam Herron, cello 
August 12th  Jack Langdon, organ recital 
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Would You Like to Be a Reader?  Please let Jane Prescott or Tom 
know if you would like to read during worship in person or on Zoom. 
 
Update on Mask Wearing at Church  The Steering Committee 
keeps an eye on what is happening with Covid numbers in 
our community and area. Unfortunately, the numbers are still ticking 
up in the latest surge. We feel we need to be cautious, so we 
recommended to the church Council to continue the mask 
requirement in church for the time being. Every other pew will 
continue to be roped off for now.  We also recommended that 
we resume having refreshments outside after church as we did last 
summer and fall, weather permitting!  from The Steering Committee 
 
Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on people joining in when they are interested in specific projects.  
We are resuming our focus on anti-racism and becoming officially 
Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities.  The vision we are fulfilling is our Future 
Directions Statement that you can find on the pew card or Welcome 
page of our website.  It says in part, “The United Church of Strafford 
aspires to be a community of open hearts and minds embracing 
differences and diverse traditions, extending faithful Christ-like love 
and support to all, reaching out especially to those in need. We intend 
to be a force, not merely a presence, effecting positive social change 
for peace, justice and the care of God’s creation.”  Please speak with 
Tom if you are interested in participating. 
 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
            It’s worth going out 
    on a gray day 

to see a daffodil blossom. 
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