
 

 

 
 

 
April 17, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
April 17, 2022 

Easter 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Something has happened on the first day of the week, powerful 
enough to heal every wound, to recover every waste, to break down 
every barrier, to unlock every prison, to forgive every transgression, 
to unite everything at odds.  There is love enough to flood every 
heart, to raise everyone dead and lost…but this is too much for me to 
grasp…. I cannot grasp the resurrection. But it can grasp me and give 
rise in me to a loving heart.  Martin Smith 
 
Gathering Music   Alleluias!          
 
Blessing and Lighting the Peace Candle  
Leader: He is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed!                 
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Hallelujah! 
People: Hallelujah! 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
       as we light the peace candle.   
 
Prelude    “Gavotte” by Gluck/Brahms     

        Annemieke and Jeremiah McLane
                           

Welcome and Announcements                Pastor Tom Kinder   
 
Introit   “Surrexit Dominus Vere II”   Taizé 
 
Call to Worship  adapted from Psalm 118     John Echeverria 
Leader: We give thanks to you, O God, for you are good;  
 Your steadfast love endures forever.  Let Israel say, 
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Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

People:     “God’s steadfast love endures forever!” 
 You are our strength and our salvation. 
Leader: There are glad songs of victory  
 in the tents of mercy and love:    
 “The right hand of God does valiantly;  
 the right hand of God is exalted.” 
People: “The right hand of God does valiantly.”   
 We shall not die, but we shall live,  
 and recount your deeds, O God. 
Leader: Your way leads through suffering, 
 but you do not give us over forever to death. 
People: You open to us the gates of your realm 
 and its ways of mercy and love 
 that we may enter and give thanks! 
Leader: We thank you that you have answered us 
 and become our salvation. 
People: The stone that the builders rejected  
 has become the chief cornerstone.   
 This is your doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
All: This is the day that our God has made; 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
*Hymn   PH #185   Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer    
 
Anthem   Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  (PH #104) 
 
Scripture Reading    Isaiah 65:17-19, 25; John 20:1-18  
 
Sermon   Love So Amazing, So Divine, Part II 
 
*Hymn   MH #308  Thine Be the Glory  
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Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
Reflection Questions:  What hope does Easter inspire you to have?  
Where do you see signs of resurrection happening now?   
 
Time of Prayer                  
 
Call to Offering    
 
*Benediction   
 
*Hymn   MH #302   Christ the Lord Is Risen Today vv. 1-5 only 
 
Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude   “Halle, Halle, Halle”      
     

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Easter Sunday Spiritual Exploration for the Children  This 
Sunday we will share our joys and concerns, and then will act out a 
play together that recreates the first Palm Sunday, imagining what it 
must have been like to experience Jesus' ride through Jerusalem. 
Then, we will sit at the Last Supper table to talk about Jesus' final 
time with his disciples and his crucifixion on Friday. We will end 
with a visit with Mary Magdalene at the open tomb on the first Easter 
Sunday. Finally, we will have a joyous egg hunt in the Parish Hall! 
We hope that your children will join us! If you have questions, please 
contact one of us. With love, Danette Harris and Joey Hawkins. 
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Helping to Feed Our Brothers and Sisters from Ukraine: An 
Opportunity to Help  Please join the UCS Mission Committee in 
supporting our brothers and sisters from Ukraine with hot, fresh 
meals. We are making a donation to World Central Kitchen which 
is serving meals to Ukrainian refugees at eight places along the 
border as well supporting local restaurants preparing meals in eight 
Ukrainian cities. They are also on the ground in Moldova, Romania 
and Hungary feeding people. We hope that you will join us in 
supporting this heroic and on-going effort. We have been collecting 
monetary donations over the past several weeks, ending today.  Cash 
or checks made out to World Central Kitchen can be placed in the 
white envelopes at the back of the church and then deposited in the 
offering basket OR checks can be mailed to Danette Harris at PO 
Box 143 South Strafford, VT, 05070. You are welcome to visit the 
website for WCK at: https://wck.org/relief/activation-chefs-for-
ukraine 

Donations can also always be made online on our website just 
below the slideshow at https://unitedchurchofstrafford.com/  Use the 
General Fund and write “Ukraine” in the notes box. 

We thank you in advance for your compassionate and loving 
donation.  UCS Mission Committee Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker, 
Cameron Speth 

 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or of individual, 
couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra 
at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone at 765-4585.  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an 
informal meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited 
to be part of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome 
page for details and the different Zoom links for the two standing 
events.  
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New! Update on Mask Wearing at Church  The Steering 
Committee met this past week to look at what is currently happening 
with Covid numbers in our community and area. Unfortunately, there 
is the numbers are ticking up a bit and the experts are talking about 
another possible surge. We feel we still need to be cautious, so we 
recommended to the church Council to continue the mask 
requirement in church for the time being. Every other pew will 
continue to be roped off for now.  We also recommended that 
we resume having refreshments outside after church as we did last 
summer and fall.  This will begin on Easter, weather 
permitting!  from The Steering Committee 
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
April 29th  “Family and Friends”  Annemieke McLane, piano 
May 13th  Cassotto Duo (Jeremiah & Annemieke McLane)   
 
Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on additional people joining in when they are interested in specific 
projects.  We are resuming our focus on anti-racism and becoming 
officially Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities.  Please speak with Tom if you are interested. 
The vision we are fulfilling is our Future Directions Statement that 
you can find on the pew card or Welcome page of our website.  It 
says in part, “The United Church of Strafford aspires to be a 
community of open hearts and minds embracing differences and 
diverse traditions, extending faithful Christ-like love and support to 
all, reaching out especially to those in need. We intend to be a force, 
not merely a presence, effecting positive social change for peace, 
justice and the care of God’s creation.”   
 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
On Easter morning 

    we open our hearts and eyes 
  to see the sun rise. 
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