
 

 

 
 

 
April 10, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
April 10, 2022 

Palm Sunday, Passion Sunday & Sixth Sunday in Lent 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of 
death— even death on a cross. Philippians 2:5-8 
 
Gathering Music      Annemieke McLane 
 
Silent Prayer of Invocation      Pastor Tom Kinder 
 
Prelude    French Suite V in G, Courante   J.S. Bach 
 
Bringing in and Blessing the Light  
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Leader: Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace 
 as we light the peace candle. 
 
Welcome and Announcements, Joys and Concerns 
 
First Reading   Luke 19:29-42   Amber Wylie 
 
Children’s Time  
 
Anthem   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”  (PH #155) 
All glory, laud and honor to thee Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 
The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 
Our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present. 
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Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Lord’s Prayer on the pew card  
 
Second Reading   Luke 21:37-22:23, 39-46   Christina Robinson 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Jesus, we confess that our spirit is willing, but our flesh is weak.  We 
want to stay awake, we want to stay by your side, but instead, we 
sleep.  We sleep through times when you need our love and help.  
You deserve far better from us.  Please forgive us.  Please send your 
Holy Spirit to wake us up and strengthen us.  Help us to face our 
times of trial, help us to sacrifice ourselves, in the faith that God will 
make all things right, even our dark Gethsemanes, even our 
crucifixions, if we surrender to God’s will, and love as you love all. 
 
Assurance of Pardon and Grace 
 
*Hymn   MH #292   What Wondrous Love Is This  verse 1 only 
 
Anthem   “Pie Jesu”   Malcolm Archer 
 
Third Reading   Luke 22:47-54a; 22:66-23:12   Becky Bailey 
 
Responsive Reading  from Matthew 27:15-26 
Leader:  Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release 
a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted.  At that time 
they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.  So after they had 
gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for 
you, Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
People:  Barabbas! Barabbas! 
Leader:  Then what should I do with Jesus? 
People:  Crucify him! Crucify him! 
Leader:  Why?  What evil has he done? 
People:  Crucify him! Crucify him! 
Leader:  Pilate took some water and washed his hands before the 
crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.”  He released Barabbas for them; and after flogging 
Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.   page two 

Fourth Reading   Luke 23:26-56   Rev. Deadra Ashton          
 
*Hymn  PH #170   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  vv. 1 & 3 only 
 
Reflection   Love So Amazing, So Divine, Part I 
 
*Hymn  PH #177   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  vv. 1, 2 & 3 
 
Time of Prayer  
 
Call to Offering 
 
*Benediction and Sung Response   Tune: PH#177 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
Silent Prayer    

Please be seated to end the service in a spirit of prayer 
  
Postlude   Sonata in g minor   Domenico Scarlatti 
 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand.  
Please stay for refreshments and neighborliness in the Parish Hall  

 
Past sermons are available on the back table and on our website. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 
at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

Please let us know if you need to be added to our mailing list. 
 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here!  

     page three 



 

 

Good Friday Observations on April 15th  The sanctuary will be 
available on Good Friday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM for meditation 
and reflection.  We will have a bulletin with passages to read and 
other suggestions.  We encourage you also to consider the wilderness 
walk hosted by Metanoia of Vermont.  Mark and Lisa Kutolowski 
write: “Everywhere there is life in the natural world, there is death, 
and everywhere there is death, there is restoration and life coming 
out of death. The Wilderness Way of the Cross is a way of 
prayerfully engaging with the dying of creation, in solidarity with the 
suffering and death manifest in Jesus’ own death.  We invite you to 
join us on Good Friday to walk the Wilderness Way of the Cross 
with us from 10am – 12pm at the Metanoia Homestead.  Email 
info@metanoiavt.com to RSVP and for more details.” 
 
The Easter Sunrise Service on April 17th will be at 6:00 AM in 
front of the Town House.  We encourage you to drive to the top if 
walking is difficult for you.  Sunrise services are relatively short and 
simple.  Being outside at dawn together gives the ritual its power! 
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you need spiritual direction or individual, couples or 
family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra at 
revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message at 765-4585.  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in person and by Zoom and offers an 
informal Zoom meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are 
invited to be part of the circle anytime. Please see our website 
Welcome page for details and the two different Zoom links.  
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
April 29th  “Family and Friends”  Annemieke McLane, piano 
May 13th  Cassotto Duo (Jeremiah & Annemieke McLane)   
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Palm Sunday Spiritual Exploration for the Children  
This Sunday, the children will head back to the Parish Hall with us 
after the Children’s Time with Tom. We will share our joys and 
concerns, and then will act out a play together that recreates the first 
Palm Sunday, imagining what it must have been like to experience 
Jesus’ ride through Jerusalem. Then, we will decorate Easter cards 
for Easter treat bags for our Strafford senior citizens.  We hope that 
your children will join us!  Next week, there will be a special lesson 
for Easter Sunday. If you have questions, please contact one of 
us. With love, Danette Harris and Joey Hawkins 
 
Helping to Feed Our Brothers and Sisters from Ukraine: An 
Opportunity to Help  Please join the UCS Mission Committee in 
donating to World Central Kitchen which is serving hot meals to 
Ukrainian refugees at eight places along the border as well 
supporting local restaurants preparing meals in eight Ukrainian cities. 
They are also feeding refugees in Moldova, Romania and Hungary. 
We hope that you will support this heroic and on-going effort. We 
are collecting monetary donations through Easter Sunday. Cash or 
checks made out to World Central Kitchen can be placed in the white 
envelopes at the back of the church and then deposited in the offering 
basket OR checks can be mailed to Danette Harris at PO Box 143 
South Strafford, VT, 05070 OR can be made on our website’s online 
donations under “General Fund” by writing “Ukraine” in the note 
box. Thank you! Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker, Cameron Speth 
 
Fulfilling Our Vision  The Fulfilling Our Vision committee depends 
on additional people joining in when they are interested in specific 
projects.  We are resuming our focus on anti-racism and becoming 
officially Open to and Affirming of people of all sexual orientations 
and gender identities.  Please speak with Tom if you are interested. 

 
     Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
    The rain, the rain, it raineth down. 

         It wets my head 
                and it wets the town.   
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