
Readings for March 13, 2022  
United Church of Strafford Hybrid In-person and Zoom Service 
 
First Reading: Excerpts from Genesis, Chapters One through Three  
(No need to read this aloud: Genesis 1:1-2, 9, 26-27; 31; 2:4, 7-9, 15; 3:20) 
 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters…. 
 
And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.” And it was so.  
 
Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness….” So 
God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them…. 
 
God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 
 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.… then the Lord God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being. 
 
And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east… Out of the ground the Lord 
God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food… The Lord 
God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it…. 
 
The man named his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all living. 
 
 
Second Reading: Luke 13:31-35 
 
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.”  He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting 
out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my 
work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 
impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 
 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 
How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing!  See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, 
you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in 
the name of the Lord.’” 


