
 

 

 

 
February 27, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
February 27, 2022 

Last Sunday after Epiphany, Transfiguration Sunday, 
Celebrating the Rev. Deadra Ashton, Pastoral Care Provider 

MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 
 

“The most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen with the eyes, 
but only with the human heart.”          Helen Keller 
“Seeing is not believing; it’s the other way around. Believe. Then 
you will see.”     Iberian Proverb 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    Sonata in C,  A. Scarlatti                    Annemieke McLane 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit    “Lo yissa goy”   Hebrew Folk Song    Isaiah 2:4, Micah 4:3 
    “into ploughshares turn swords…nations learn war no more”   
 
Call to Worship 
 
Responsive Reading  from Psalms 50, 104, 36 & 139,  
  and II Corinthians 4             Debby Richie, Reader 
Leader: O God, you speak and summon the earth  
 from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
People: Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, you shine forth. 
Leader:     You are clothed with honor and majesty,  
 wrapped in light as with a garment.   
People: With you is the fountain of life;  
 in your light we see light. 
Leader: If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,  
 and the light around me become night,” 
People: Even the darkness is not dark to you;  
 the night is as bright as the day,  
 for darkness is as light to you. 
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Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Leader: The gods of this world blind people’s minds  
 and keep them from perceiving the light  
 shining from the image of God in Christ. 
People: But the God who said,  
 “Let light shine out of darkness,”  
 has shone in our hearts  
 to give the light of the knowledge  
 of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 
*Hymn   MH #103   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise    
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)    
Holy God, “in all life thou livest, the true life of all,” and yet we do 
not see you in all.  We do not see you even in our own hearts.  Please 
forgive our spiritual blindness.  Sometimes you break through our 
darkness, giving us glimpses of your presence.  Sometimes we see 
life transfigured—a miraculous coincidence, a birth or a death, a 
flash of inspiration showing reality in a new light.  You give us 
visions and dreams.  But how many have we missed?  How many 
times have we said, “It can’t be true”?  We go on living our lives as 
if you were not here every moment.  Please open us to the 
transforming power of your presence that is always within and 
around us, so that your light may shine through us into the shadows 
of this world.        
 
Silent Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon and Grace  
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer   
 
Anthem     “With You, O Lord,”  Taizé 

With you, O Lord, is life in all its fullness 
And in your light, we shall see true light 

 
Scripture Reading    Luke 9:23-25, 27-4 
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Sermon    Seeing the Realm of God 
 
Hymn    Be Thou My Vision   hymn folder  
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
Reflection Questions:  Where have you seen the realm of God on 
earth?  Have you seen a person or group of people living it and 
making it visible?  Or do you have a (holy) ghost story: have you 
seen or felt the presence of the spiritual realm in nature, in a vision, 
in a time of sickness or near-death experience, or at a deathbed or 
anywhere else?   
 
Time of Prayer 
 
Call to Offering 
 
*Doxology    
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,  
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Celebration of the Rev. Deadra Ashton’s Call 
to be the Pastoral Care Provider 

of the United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
 
Introduction 
 
Invitation  
 
Affirmation  
Moderator Joey Hawkins:   
Members of the United Church of Strafford, in person and on Zoom, 
will you raise your hands as a sign that you affirm your covenant  
with the Rev. Deadra Ashton as a called Pastoral Care Provider in 
your midst?                page three 



 

 

Please join together reading the affirmation printed on page four of 
the bulletin or on the Zoom screenshare: 
 
Congregation:  
We receive you as the Pastoral Care Provider among us.  We promise 
to support you and work together with you in mutual ministry 
serving the wellbeing of this congregation and community as your 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  We welcome you with joy! 
 
Prayer   Pastor Tom Kinder 
 
Declaration 
Moderator Joey Hawkins:   
In the name of Jesus Christ and on behalf of the members of this 
congregation, I declare you called to be the Pastoral Care Provider of 
the United Church of Strafford. 
 
All: Thanks be to God! 
 
*Benediction   
 
*Sung Benediction Response    Halle Halle Halle 

 
Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude    Sonata in E,  A. Scarlatti 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 
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Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd   
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or of individual, 
couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in touch with Deadra 
at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone at 765-4585.  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  We 
will return to the Parish Hall for a hybrid in-person and Zoom 
circle on Thursdays, starting February 24th at 7:00 PM. 

New! Spiritual Exploration for Children: New Series for Lent 
and Spring: How Can Stories From Different Faith Traditions 
Help Us to Understand How to Be a Good Neighbor?   Starting on 
Sunday, March 6, Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris will start a new 
journey through wisdom tales from many different faith traditions to 
see how the lesson of being a good neighbor is passed down. We will 
explore stories from Christianity as well as traditions such as 
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and from Native Americans. 
The children will hear a wisdom tale, discuss how it shows how to be 
a good neighbor and then engage in some sort of hands-on activity. 
There is a possibility that the series could end in some sort of 
performance if we have enough children interested. Please let us 
know if your child or children are interested or feel free to contact 
Joey or Danette for more information. Thank you!   

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
 

       The wind swept a cloud 
of snow off the little fir tree. 

The boughs lifted. 
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