
 

 

 

 
February 20, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
February 20, 2022 

Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
I was glad when they said unto me, 

“Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 
Psalm 122, King James Version 

           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude  Le Rappel des Oiseaux, J. P. Rameau   Annemieke McLane 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit    “Hashivenu”  Israeli Folk Song 

Take us back to you, Lord, and we shall return. 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Responsive Reading  from Psalm 84                   John Echeverria 
Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place,  
 O God my hope and strength! 
People: My soul longs, indeed it faints for your courts;  
 my heart and my flesh  
 sing for joy to the living God. 
Leader: Even the sparrow finds a home,  
 and the swallow a nest for herself,  
 where she may lay her young, at your altars. 
People: Happy are those who live in your house,  
 ever singing your praise. 
Leader: Happy are those whose strength is in you,  
 in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
People: As they go through the desolate valley  
 they make it a place of springs. 
Leader: They go from strength to strength. 
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Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

People:     For a day in your courts is better  
 than a thousand elsewhere. 
Leader: I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of God  
 than live in the tents of wickedness. 
People:     O God of hope and strength,  
 happy is everyone who trusts in you 
 and dwells in your love.  
 
*Hymn    How Lovely Is Your Dwelling   hymn folder  
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer   
 
Anthem     “Ekolu Mea Nui”   Robert Nawahine, Hawaiian 
Three important things in the world, faith, hope and aloha, and aloha 
is the best, and everything is blessed, and everything is blessed. 
 
Scripture Reading    Luke 6:27-46 
       
Sermon    The Heart Is the Highway to Zion 
 
Hymn    PH #239 Come Down, O Love Divine  
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
Reflection Questions:  How has this church made a difference in your 
life?  How has it changed your perspective or experience or who you 
are?  And has that difference in you, or in us collectively, made a 
difference in the world?  If so, can you give examples of how it has? 
 
Time of Prayer 
 
Call to Offering 
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*Doxology    
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,  
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
*Benediction   
 
*Sung Benediction Response    Dona Nobis Pacem 

 
Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude    French Suite V, Bourree   J.S. Bach 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Returing to Hybrid In-person and Zoom Services The Church 
Council and its covid Steering Committee have decided that we will 
return to the sanctuary for hybrid in-person and Zoom services.  We 
ask that everyone wear N-95 or KN-95 masks.  We will have some 
available at the back of the sanctuary for those who need them.  We 
also ask that you continue to take all the usual precautions of 
distancing and hand washing and not attending if you have any 
questionable symptoms or test positive.  Thank you! The Sunday 
morning Zoom link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/110184919. 
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Next Concert in Person! THIS AFTERNOON, February 20th, 
3:00 PM Featuring Annemieke, McLane, Becky Bailey and Jim 
Schley  These concerts are held on Sundays in the winter, 3:00-4:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts. 
February 20th “Scenes of Childhood” Becky Bailey, Jim Schley  
     and Annemieke McLane  
 
February 27th Service Will Celebrate the Rev. Deadra Ashton 
who is now our Pastoral Care Provider (see below).  We are blessed 
and thrilled to have Deadra sharing her extraordinary gifts with our 
congregation and community!  Please come and celebrate! 
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider as Tom moves to one-third time and hands over to Deadra 
that part of our ministry.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or 
of individual, couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in 
touch with Deadra at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message 
on the church phone at 765-4585. You may also contact her through 
Deacon Becky Bailey’s email at rbailey@sover.net  
 
February 27th is Transfiguration Sunday, celebrating the last 
brilliant light of Epiphany.   
 
Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd  Please let Pastor Tom 
Kinder know if you are interested in an Ash Wednesday event to help 
you enter Lent with intention. 
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  We 
will return to the Parish Hall for a hybrid in-person and Zoom 
circle on Thursdays, starting February 24th at 7:00 PM. 
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New! Spiritual Exploration for Children: New Series for Lent 
and Spring: How Can Stories From Different Faith Traditions 
Help Us to Understand How to Be a Good Neighbor?   Starting on 
Sunday, March 6, Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris will start a new 
journey through wisdom tales from many different faith traditions to 
see how the lesson of being a good neighbor is passed down. We will 
explore stories from Christianity as well as traditions such as 
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and from Native Americans. 
Each Sunday, the children will start out in the church and then 
transition to the Parish Hall to hear a wisdom tale, possibly act it out, 
discuss how it shows how to be a good neighbor and then engage in 
some sort of hands-on activity. There is a possibility that the series 
could end in some sort of performance if we have enough children 
interested. We will take time out from the wisdom tale series on 
Palm Sunday and Easter to celebrate those two special 
Sundays. Please let us know if your child or children are interested or 
feel free to contact Joey or Danette for more information. Thank you! 

Mission Committee Update: Honoring Betty Edson's Legacy of 
Peace and Justice  To honor Betty on behalf of the church, the 
Mission Committee donated to the Hartford (VT) Dismas House, a 
supportive community for former prisoners transitioning from 
incarceration.  Also in Betty's honor, we made a donation to Equal 
Justice Initiative, a non-profit organization, based in Montgomery, 
Alabama, that provides legal representation to prisoners who may 
have been wrongly convicted of crimes, poor prisoners without 
effective representation, and others who may have been denied a fair 
trial.  We welcome new ideas for mission work....just share your idea 
with one of us, please. Thank you. With love, Danette Harris, Maggie 
Hooker and Cameron Speth 
 

    Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
 

Someone is eating rosehips 
     leaving red crumbs on the snow 

and footprints. 
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