
 

 

 

 
February 13, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
February 13, 2022 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
“The kind of work God usually calls you to is the kind of work (a) 
that you need most to do and (b) that the world most needs to have 
done…. The place God calls you to is the place where your deep 
gladness meets the world’s deep hunger.”  (Frederick Buechner, from 
Wishful Thinking)  
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”       Jeremiah McLane 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit    “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”  Ken Medema 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Hymn   Spirit of the Living God  
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer   
 
Anthem     “Be a Candle of Hope”   Becki Slagle Mayo 

Be a candle of hope, be a candle of light,  
A beacon of truth in a dark, hopeless night.  
Share the light with a friend and watch the flame grow.  
The more light we give, the more love we'll know. 

 
Scripture Readings             Christina Robinson 
                       from Psalm 1; Jeremiah 17:5-8; Luke 6:17-21a 
       
Sermon    Good Intentions 
 
        page one 

United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 

Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 

For Pastoral Care: revdeadra@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Hymn   Take My Life and Let It Be  
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
Reflection Questions:  We all are generally well intentioned, of 
course, but it is important to form specific good intentions and to 
revisit them often to make sure we are following them, or to adjust 
them as necessity requires.  Looking at your life and the world 
around us, what good intentions do you feel moved to make or 
affirm, for you as an individual or for us as a church?  What specific 
needs require your or our intentional action in this time? 
 
Time of Prayer 
 
Call to Offering      
 
Benediction   

 
Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude           Annemieke McLane 
             French Suite V, Allemande, J.S. Bach 
 

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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February 20th Service Returns to Hybrid In-person and Zoom 
The Church Council and its covid Steering Committee have decided 
that we will return to the sanctuary for hybrid in-person and Zoom 
services on February 20th.  We ask that everyone wear N-95 or KN-
95 masks.  We will have some available at the back of the sanctuary 
for those who need them.  We also ask that you continue to take all 
the usual precautions of distancing and hand washing, and not attend 
if you have any questionable symptoms or test positive.  Thank you! 
The Sunday morning Zoom link is 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/110184919. 
 
February 27th Service Will Celebrate the Rev. Deadra Ashton 
who is now our Pastoral Care Provider (see below).  We are blessed 
and thrilled to have Deadra sharing her extraordinary gifts with our 
congregation and community!  Please come and celebrate! 
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider as Tom moves to one-third time and hands over to Deadra 
that part of our ministry.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or 
of individual, couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in 
touch with Deadra at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message 
on the church phone at 765-4585. You may also contact her through 
Deacon Becky Bailey’s email at rbailey@sover.net  
 
Sunday Morning Story Time for Children of All Ages 
All are welcome to join us for story time this Sunday. We will meet 
at 9:30 AM using the same Zoom link as is used for the church 
service. We will read a story aloud which will then be followed by a 
short discussion, where we will focus on the thoughts of the children. 
We hope to see you there! Here is today’s story: 

February 13:  My Rows and Piles of Coins by Tololwa Mollel 
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Next Concert in Person! Sunday, February 20th, 3:00 PM 
Featuring Annemieke, McLane, Becky Bailey and Jim Schley  
These concerts are held on Sundays in the winter, 3:00-4:15 PM. 
Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim Fund for 
the Arts. 
February 20th “Scenes of Childhood” Becky Bailey, Jim Schley  
     and Annemieke McLane  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  We 
will return to a hybrid in-person and Zoom circle on Thursdays, 
starting February 24th at 7:00 PM. 
 
February 27th is Transfiguration Sunday, celebrating the last 
brilliant light of Epiphany.   
 
Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd  Please let Pastor Tom 
Kinder know if you are interested in an Ash Wednesday event to help 
you enter Lent with intention. 
 
 
 

Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
 

Though the way be dark as the night 
     a bright crescent moon 
          lanterns the sky. 
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Mission Committee Update: Honoring Betty Edson's Legacy of 
Peace and Justice  Many of you may remember the wonderful Betty 
Edson who graced our pulpit as a substitute minister many times. She 
brought such wisdom, warmth and humor and was truly beloved by 
many of us. Sadly, Betty passed recently but she leaves behind a rich 
lifetime of work, particularly in the area of peace and justice. At the 
Bethany Church in Randolph, Betty was the founder of their Peace 
and Justice Committee.  
 
In Betty's obituary, her family suggested that, in lieu of flowers, 
donations could be made to two particular organizations. To honor 
Betty on behalf of the church, the Mission Committee donated to 
the Hartford (VT) Dismas House. Here is a little description: 
Dismas House is a supportive community for former prisoners 
transitioning from incarceration. Dismas provides transitional 
housing for formerly incarcerated people and recruits university 
students and international volunteers to live in the house. Living in 
community accomplishes the Dismas mission of reconciliation and 
continues the original Dismas model. 
 
Also in Betty's honor, we made a donation to Equal Justice 
Initiative and here is a description of what they do:  The Equal 
Justice Initiative is a non-profit organization, based in Montgomery, 
Alabama, that provides legal representation to prisoners who may 
have been wrongly convicted of crimes, poor prisoners without 
effective representation, and others who may have been denied a fair 
trial.  
 
We are proud to be able to honor Betty and to help continue her 
mission of helping others. 
 
We welcome new ideas for mission work....just share your idea with 
one of us, please. Thank you.  
With love,  
Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker and Cameron Speth 
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