
 

 

 

 
January 30, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
January 30, 2022 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
The theme of this service is “COVID: What Spiritual Wisdom 
Have We Learned, What Spiritual Help Do We Need?”  You are 
invited to share your experience in your own words or through 
readings or suggested YouTube videos that address the themes of: 

• wisdom that you have gleaned or spiritual teachings or 
practices that have helped you through the pandemic so far; 

• spiritual help you feel you need now so that you can be the 
person you would like to be, experience what you would like 
to experience and do what you feel called to do as we go 
through yet another phase in this long ordeal. 

Your perspective will be a gift to us all.  Thank you! 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude     “Der Dichter spricht” Op. 15 No. 13, R. Schumann      

      Annemieke McLane 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit    “Be Thou My Vision” 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Hymn    Christ Jesus, Please Be by Our Side  (NCH #375) 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer  see page five 
 
Anthem     “Still There Is Love”  Edith Newlin Chase/Amidons 
 
Scripture Readings                        Ingrid Webb 
             Psalm 139:1-12; Isaiah 41:6-10; Matthew 11:28-30 
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 

Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 

For Pastoral Care: revdeadra@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

A Time for Sharing   “COVID: What Spiritual Wisdom  
Have We Learned, What Spiritual Help Do We Need?”      

 
Hymn    We’ll Understand It Better By and By  (MH #525, vv 1-3) 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns and Prayer Requests 
 
Time of Prayer       
 
Benediction   

 
Silent Prayer   We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude   1st Arabesque, C. Debussy  
        

Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 
February 6th Service Zoom Only The Church Council and its covid 
Steering Committee have decided to suspend in-person gatherings in 
the church another week.  We will assess after that whether it will be 
safe to return to the sanctuary on February 13th.  We hope you will 
continue to attend services on Zoom if you can.  The Sunday 
morning link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/110184919. 
 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider as Tom moves to one-third time and hands over to Deadra 
that part of our ministry.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or 
of individual, couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in 
touch with Deadra at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message 
on the church phone at 765-4585. You may also contact her through 
Deacon Becky Bailey’s email at rbailey@sover.net  
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Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
Sunday Morning Story Time for Children of All Ages 
All are welcome to join us for story time over the next few Sundays. 
We will meet at 9:30 AM using the same Zoom link as is used for the 
church service. Each Sunday, a beloved story will be read aloud 
which will then be followed by a short discussion, where we will 
focus on the thoughts of the children. We hope to see you there!  
Here is the schedule of stories: 
January 30: Here Comes Darrell by Leda Schubert 
  
Mission Committee Update: Senior Meals and Food Shelves  The 
Mission Committee checked in with Ed Eastman to find that meals 
are still being prepared and delivered to Strafford senior citizens. The 
Mission Committee has sent a donation on the church's behalf to help 
support this continuing, heroic effort.  We also checked in with both 
the Strafford Food Shelf and the Sharon Food Shelf to see what is 
needed. Mary Stoddard from the Sharon Food Shelf asked us for 
some specific items that seem to fly off of the shelves: coffee, tea 
(herbal and regular), dish detergent and laundry detergent. We have 
voted to shop for and supply these items from the church from the 
committee's budget but we welcome any additional donations of 
those items or any other non-perishable food/hygiene items to add. 
Items may be dropped off at any time to the white basket in the back 
of the United Church of Strafford sanctuary. Thank you for your 
kindness and help!  
 
Please let us know if you have any ideas for mission work, either 
locally or globally! We welcome your ideas. With love,  
Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker, Cameron Speth 
 

Haiku by Mel Goertz:       
      I have to go out. 
My birds need seed and suet. 
      Eight below zero. 
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Next Concerts  Held on Sundays in the winter, 3:00-4:15 PM. 
Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim Fund for 
the Arts. 
February 20th “Scenes of Childhood” Becky Bailey, Jim Schley  
     and Annemieke McLane  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.  
 
Still There Is Love 
©1977 Edith Newlin Chase 

 
When human hands cannot afford relief, 
To hopeless ills and pain beyond belief; 
When human hearts are stunned and dumb with grief, 
Still there is love. 

 
There was a face we knew 
a hand, a form, 
Where lived a spirit brave and true and warm; 
Surely that spirit cannot come to harm, 
While there is love. 

 
Its symbols tenderly are laid away, 
The face, the hand, the form we cannot stay. 
The spirit still is with us day by day, 
And there is love. 

 
We cannot see beyond this earth’s near rim. 
But did we know at birth the world we’re in? 
Then we can trust our future life to win; 
For there is love. 
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Lord’s Prayer, New Version 
 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 
Way, Truth and Life, 
Force of Love and Light 
flowing within and all around us,  
may your realm of compassion,  
justice and peace rule our world.  
Thank you for nurturing and guiding us,  
forgiving us and helping us forgive,  
and leading us away from harmful desires.   
Please save us from all forms of evil,  
for you are our source, our home, our power,  
all goodness and beauty forever. Amen.   
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