
Readings for January 16, 2022  
United Church of Strafford Zoom Service 
 
Selected Verses from the First Letter of John, Chapters 3 and 4 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another.  How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help?  Little children, let us love, not 
in word or speech, but in truth and action. 
 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.  There is 
no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear arises when we are on the wrong 
path, separated from God, so whoever fears has not reached perfection in love.  
 
We love because God first loved us. The commandment we have from Christ is this: 
those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 
Luke 4:14-21 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 
spread through all the surrounding country.  He began to teach in their synagogues and 
was praised by everyone.  When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he 
went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and 
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And he 
rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.  
 
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.  Then he began to say to them, 
“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 


