
 

 

 

 
January 16, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
January 16, 2022 

Second Sunday after Epiphany, Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
“Agape is not a weak, passive love.  It is love in action.  Agape is 
love seeing to preserve and create community [koinonia]…. 
Agape is a willingness to go to any length to restore community…. 
The Holy Spirit is the continuing community creating reality that 
moves through history.  He who works against community is 
working against the whole of creation….” The Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. in “An Experiment in Love” 
 
“Here we are left with no doubt as to Jesus’ meaning.  The Kingdom 
of God will be a society in which men and women live as children 
of God should live.  It will be a kingdom controlled by the law of 
love.”  The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
  
“A genuine revolution of values means in the final analysis that our 
loyalties must become ecumenical rather than sectional. Every nation 
must now develop an overriding loyalty to [humanity] as a whole in 
order to preserve the best in their individual societies. This call for a 
world-wide fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond one’s 
tribe, race, class and nation is in reality a call for an all-embracing 
and unconditional love for all [people]. This has now become an 
absolute necessity for the survival of [humanity].”   
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in “A Time to Break Silence” 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude     “Standing in the Need of Prayer”     Annemieke McLane 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit     “Uthando Lwakhe (God’s Love/Agape)”       Becky Bailey 
 

          page one 

United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
For Pastoral Care: revdeadra@gmail.com 

Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 
 

Our Church Covenant  
We gather together with freedom of conscience  

in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Call to Worship 
 
Hymn   I Woke Up This Morning   see page five 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer   
 
Anthem    “Wade in the Water” 
 
Scripture Readings            Annemieke McLane 
                    I John 3:16-18; 4:16b, 18-19, 21; Luke 4:14-21 
       
Sermon    The Path from Zero to One, Part Two 
 
Hymn   Once to Every Heart and Nation  see page six  
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
Reflection Questions:  Have you ever seen agape lead to koinonia?  
In other words, have you seen unconditional love span differences or 
divisions and preserve, create or restore community?  When and 
where have you seen an individual or group of people do this?  How 
could agape help bring koinonia, the oneness of God’s realm on 
earth, into being in our polarized communities today? 
 
Time of Prayer       
 
Benediction   Last words, MLK Jr. April 3, 1968    see page seven 

 
Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude   “We Shall Overcome” 
The congregation is invited to join in singing: 
1. We shall overcome… 
2. Love will rule the earth… 
3. All will live as one…       
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Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available 
on our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 
January Services Zoom Only The Church Council and its covid 
Steering Committee have decided to suspend in-person gatherings in 
the church during January.  We will assess toward the end of the 
month whether it will be safe to return to the sanctuary in February.  
We hope you will continue to attend services on Zoom if you can.  
The Sunday morning link is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/110184919. 

 
Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider as Tom moves to one-third time and hands over to Deadra 
that part of our ministry.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or 
of individual, couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in 
touch with Deadra at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message 
on the church phone at 765-4585. You may also contact her through 
Deacon Becky Bailey’s email at rbailey@sover.net  
 
Next Concerts  Held on Sundays in the winter, 3:00-4:15 PM. 
Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim Fund for 
the Arts. 
January 23rd  NOTE: CANCELED due to church covid policy 
February 20th “Scenes of Childhood” Becky Bailey, Jim Schley  
     and Annemieke McLane  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.   
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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Update from the Mission Committee: Shoes for Newly Settled 
Afghan Refugees in Vermont  Martha Manheim, who so often 
guides the Mission Committee especially when it comes to helping 
refugees, recently contacted us with an idea. She had heard that there 
is a need for footwear for the Afghan refugees who are settling in 
Vermont. We contacted the United States Committee for Refugees 
and Immigrants in Colchester, Vermont to inquire about the need and 
learned that a donation of money so that shoes and boots can be 
purchased would be best. This week, we sent off a donation on behalf 
of the church, earmarked for shoes and boots and in honor of our 
dear friend, Martha Manheim. Thank you, dear Martha, for your 
shining light guidance!  
 
Please let us know of local, national or global mission work for us to 
consider supporting on behalf of the church. We really appreciate 
your ideas!   

With love, Danette Harris, Maggie Hooker, Cameron Speth 
 
New! Sunday Morning Story Time for Children of All Ages 
All are welcome to join us for story time over the next few Sundays. 
We will meet at 9:30 AM using the same Zoom link as is used for the 
church service. Each Sunday, a beloved story will be read aloud 
which will then be followed by a short discussion, where we will 
focus on the thoughts of the children. We hope to see you there!  
 
Here is the schedule of stories: 
January 16: The Blessing Cup by Patricia Polacco 
January 23: The Keeping Quilt by Patricia Polacco 
January 30: Here Comes Darrell by Leda Schubert 

 
Haiku by Herbert A. Goertz:       
Tongues of fire inspire 
Wonder at sunset, wine-red 
 on the mountain tops. 
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Benediction 
 

Well, I don't know what will happen now. We've got some 
difficult days ahead. But it really doesn't matter with me 
now, because I've been to the mountaintop. 
 
And I don't mind. 
 
Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity 
has its place. But I'm not concerned about that now. I just 
want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the 
mountain. And I've looked over. And I've seen the 
Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want 
you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the 
promised land! 
 
And so I'm happy, tonight. 
 
I'm not worried about anything. 
 
I'm not fearing any man! 
 
Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord!!! 
 
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
April 3, 1968, Memphis, Tennessee 


