
 

 

 

 
December 5, 2021 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
December 5, 2021 

Second Sunday of Advent, Sunday of Peace 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Let’s not deceive ourselves. “Your redemption is drawing near” 
(Luke 21:28), whether we know it or not, and the only question is: 
Are we going to let it come to us too, or are we going to resist it?  
Are we going to join in this movement that comes down from heaven 
to earth, or are we going to close ourselves off?  Christmas is 
coming—whether it is with us or without us depends on each and 
every one of us…. Just be aware, be watchful, wait just another short 
moment.  Wait and something quite new will break over you.  God 
will come.  Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from God Is in the Manger 

“I must tell you though that during the first ten years I endured great 
suffering….  Just as I thought I must live out my life beset by these 
difficulties and anxieties…I suddenly found myself changed and my 
soul…experienced a profound interior peace as if it had found its 
center….  Since that time I have walked before God, in simplicity 
and faith…. My usual method is this simple attentiveness and this 
loving gaze upon God to whom I often feel myself united 
with…happiness and satisfaction.”  Brother Lawrence, Fifth Letter, 
from The Practice of the Presence of God 

Gathering Music          Annemieke McLane 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    Sarabande, from French Suite II   J.S. Bach 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit    “Litany of Peace” Barbara Bridge, from St. Francis 
 
 Call to Worship    
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

*Hymn   PH #109   Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 
 
Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon and Grace 
 
Sung Response PH #110 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verse 4 only 
 
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle    The HookWurm Family    
Please see your pew card for the Lord’s Prayer. We are reading the 
New Version this week. 
 
Anthem   “A Gaelic Blessing,” John Rutter 
 
Scripture Readings   Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Luke 1:68-79 

  Debby Richie 
 
Sermon    By the Tender Mercy of Our God: Peace 
 
*Hymn   PH #104   Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
“By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 
upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” If this is what God 
promises us and how the Spirit works, where do you see “the dawn 
from on high” breaking today? Where and how is God giving “light 
to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death?” And how do 
you see the Spirit guiding “our feet into the way of peace?” 
 
Time of Prayer       
 
Congregational Benediction    

May All Your Restlessness Find Rest  (on page 4) 
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Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude & Taking the Light Out into the World   
            “Pifa,” from Messiah   G. F. Handel 
 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
        

Past sermons are available on the back table 
and video recorded services are on our website. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 
at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

         
Advent Spiritual Exploration for Children: Stories of Christmas  
Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris welcome children of all ages to 
join them during the Sunday service during Advent. Beautiful stories 
of Christmas will be read aloud and then acted out. During this time, 
children are also welcome to share their joys and concerns, sing some 
Christmas songs with us and participate in some simple Christmas 
activities.   Here are the stories that we will be reading during 
Advent: December 5: A Gift from Saint Francis; December 12: The 
Christmas Pageant with Rachel Guaraldi! The children will stay in 
church for the worship service. December 19: The Christmas Story 
and Silent Night   We hope to see you and we wish you all a 
beautiful Advent! 
 
Childcare Today  Please let the Pastor or one of the Deacons at the 
back of the sanctuary know if your child needs care during the 
service.  We love children and are happy to provide it!  
 
Sing with the Choir  Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 
AM-ish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are welcome. 
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Christmas Pageant Food Collection on December 12 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would give a lamb… 
These are words in the beloved Christmas carol, “In the Bleak Mid-
Winter.” This year we have a solution to that question....you can give 
food to your neighbors in need! We are asking that you kindly bring 
cans of soup or any non-perishable food items like granola bars, 
cereal, pasta, canned baked beans or chili to church on December 12. 
The Christmas pageant will be held during the church service and, at 
one point during the pageant, the children will be asked to bring 
forward non-perishable food items that will be delivered to the 
Sharon Food Shelf to share with our neighbors. What a lovely gift to 
offer at the manger! (And you are welcome to place food donations 
in the white Food Shelf basket in the back of the church any time.)  
Thank you very much and have a beautiful Advent! 

 
Haiku by Mel Goertz:       
     It snowed last night. 
A chickadee found the hanging 
     feeder full of seed.                          page four 

Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events. 
 
Thanksgiving to Christmas Services & Events Calendar 
 
CANCELED: Fri. Dec. 10  Thetford Chamber Singers Concert 
 
Sun. Dec. 12  Third Sunday of Advent and Pageant Sunday 
During the 10:00 AM service Rachel Guaraldi will present a puppet 
pageant with an opportunity for children to participate and for the 
congregation to sing carols. Plus we will light the candle of Joy. 
Children are invited to dress up or dress like a favorite character 
in the Nativity Story!  And please consider bringing a donation 
for the Food Shelf (for details see page 4). 
 
Sun. Dec. 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent, Mary Sunday 
Lighting the candle of Love and celebrating Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and the model she serves for our spiritual lives. 
 
Tues. Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM   
Please note that we will have limited seating due to Covid and are 
requesting that you make a reservation in order to attend this 
beautiful, traditional service—lessons and carols and gorgeous choral 
and instrumental music, ending with a sanctuary lit entirely by 
candles and singing Silent Night. 
 
Sun. Dec. 26  Our annual informal, potluck Christmas Carol-Sing 
and Story Telling Service  
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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