
 

 

 
 

 
December 19, 2021 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
December 19, 2021 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Sunday of Love 
Mary Sunday 

MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 
 
 “I can’t believe that!” said Alice.  “Can’t you?” the Queen said in a 
pitying tone. “Try again: draw a long breath, and shut your eyes.” 
Alice laughed. “There’s no use trying,” she said: “one can’t believe 
impossible things.”  “I daresay you haven’t had much practice,” said 
the Queen. “When I was your age, I always did it for half-an-hour a 
day. Why, sometimes I’ve believed as many as six impossible things 
before breakfast.” from Through the Looking Glass by Lewis Carroll 

“When a change wants to happen, it looks for people to act through. 
How do we know when a change wants to happen? We feel the want 
inside us. There is a desire, a tugging at us to be involved. But that 
doesn’t make the change inevitable, because standing in our way are 
all those who say we’re wasting our time, that it isn’t possible, that it 
will be too hazardous.  For the change to happen through us, we need 
to counter those voices.  A shift can happen when we break through a 
resistance that has been holding us back.”  Joanna Macy and Chris 
Johnstone from Active Hope 

Gathering Music          Annemieke McLane 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    Nocturne, Opus 9 No. 2   F. Chopin 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit    “Magnificat/Sing Out My Soul”   Taizé /J.Berthier 
 
Call to Worship    
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

*Hymn   PH #131   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison) 
Holy God, we confess that when your angel comes 
Announcing we are pregnant with God’s gifts,  
Telling us that we have Christ within us, 
Blessing us with goodness and light 
To deliver to the world, so often 
We do not respond as Mary did. 
We disbelieve or hide in fear or make excuses. 
We let our busyness or plans distract us. 
Please forgive us, O God. 
Help us to begin anew now. 
Help us to say as Mary did, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 
Let it be with me according to your word.” 
Help us have the courage, faith and humble love 
To bring forth the gifts 
You have given us to share. 
 
Silent Prayer 
 
Assurance of Pardon and Grace 
 
Sung Response PH #110 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verses 1 & 3 
 
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle    The Guaraldi Family    
Please see your pew card for the Lord’s Prayer. We are reading the 
traditional version this week. 
 
Anthem   “Born in the Night, Mary’s Child”   G. Ainger 
 
Scripture Readings   Luke 1:26-55       
 
Sermon    Mary: “How Can This Be?” 
      Gabriel: “Nothing Will Be Impossible with God.” 
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*Hymn   PH #114  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
What impossible things have you seen happen that have been done 
by love or the Spirit or inexplicable forces?  What impossible thing 
do you feel tugging now, wanting to happen, maybe wanting you to 
help it happen, wanting you to respond like Mary? 
 
Time of Prayer       
 
*Congregational Benediction    

   May Clouds Part, Showing Stars Above   on page 4 
 

Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude & Taking the Light Out into the World   
         Sarabande, French Suite V      J.S. Bach 
 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
        

Past sermons are available on the back table 
and video recorded services are on our website. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 
at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

         
Childcare Today  Please let the Pastor or one of the Deacons at the 
back of the sanctuary know if your child needs care during the 
service.  We love children and are happy to provide it!  
 
Sing with the Choir  Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 
AM-ish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are welcome. 
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Advent Spiritual Exploration for Children: Stories of Christmas  
Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris welcome children of all ages to 
join them during the Sunday service during Advent. Beautiful stories 
of Christmas will be read aloud and then acted out. During this time, 
children are also welcome to share their joys and concerns, sing some 
Christmas songs with us and participate in some simple Christmas 
activities.   December 19: The Christmas Story and Silent Night   
We hope to see you and we wish you all a beautiful Advent! 
 
Carol Sing and Story Telling Sunday   
On Sunday December 26th at 10:00AM we will have a very informal 
service with a carol-sing by request. You are also invited to bring a 
brief favorite Christmas story to tell, either personal story or a classic 
tale, or poems or quotes or songs—a kind of inspirational pot-luck.  

 

 
Haiku by Mel Goertz:       
     December chickadees inside 
one of these snow-covered trees 
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Next Concerts  Held on Sundays in the winter, 3:00-4:15 PM. 
Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim Fund for 
the Arts. 
January 23rd  “Time for Wonder” Annemieke McLane piano solo 
February 20th “Scenes of Childhood” Becky Bailey, Jim Schley  
     and Annemieke McLane  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.   
 
Christmas Eve Services at 5:30 PM  featuring a time with the 
children and a story by candlelight as well as the traditional lessons 
and carols and much beautiful choral and instrumental music.  
Attendance in person this year is by reservation only and the pews 
are now full.  Please speak with Christina or email the church to 
get on the waiting list.  Everyone else is invited to attend by Zoom. 
You can find the Zoom link at the top of our Welcome page on our 
website at unitedchurchofstrafford.com. Please feel free to share the 
Zoom information with family and friends. 
 
It is possible we may have to change Christmas Eve to Zoom only 
with no one in the pews.  As long as we are offering in-person 
attendance, we are requiring masks be worn, we have roped off every 
other pew to create physical distancing and limit ourselves to half our 
capacity, we ask that no one attend who has any Covid symptoms, 
and we encourage people attending to keep the safety of everyone 
else in mind, including possibly testing for Covid beforehand if you 
feel there is a chance you have been exposed. We owe it to all the 
hospitals and health care workers in the region to make sure no one 
gets sick from attending our service! 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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