
 

 

 

 
December 12, 2021 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
December 12, 2021 

Third Sunday of Advent, Pageant Sunday 
Sunday of Joy 

MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass.”  Luke 2:15, KJV 

Gathering Music          Annemieke McLane 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    “Les Barricades Mysterieuses”   F. Couperin 
      
Welcome 
 
Anthem    “Mary, Did You Know?”  M. Lowry, B. Greene 

Becky Bailey, soloist 
 
A Nativity Puppet Show   Rachel Guaraldi 
    Please remain seated for the following carols. 
       PH #141  The first Nowell  vv 1&2 only 
       PH #116  Angels We Have Heard on High 
       PH #143  We Three Kings of Orient Are  vv 1 & 5  
 
Reflection 
 
Introit   “An Advent Round of Rejoicing”  Suzanne Toolan  
 
Welcome, Announcements & Call to Worship  
 
Lighting of the Third Advent Candle   

Danette Harris and Joey Hawkins and the Children 
Please see your pew card for the Lord’s Prayer. We will read the 
New Version this week. 
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

 
*Hymn   MH #196   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
Joys and Concerns and Prayer Requests 
 
Silent Prayer 
   
*Congregational Benediction    

   May You Be Blessed with Mary’s Joys  (see page 4) 
 

Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude & Taking the Light Out into the World   

“Sheherazade”   R. Schumann 
 
 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
Thank you, Rachel Guaraldi! 

     
Past sermons are available on the back table 

and video recorded services are on our website. 
See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 

Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Care The Rev. Deadra Ashton is now our Pastoral Care 
Provider as Tom moves to one-third time and hands over to Deadra 
that part of our ministry.  If you are in need of spiritual direction or 
of individual, couples or family pastoral counseling, please be in 
touch with Deadra at revdeadra@gmail.com or by leaving a message 
on the church phone at 765-4585. You may also contact her through 
Deacon Becky Bailey’s email at rbailey@sover.net  
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Advent Spiritual Exploration for Children: Stories of Christmas  
Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris welcome children of all ages to 
join them during the Sunday service during Advent. Beautiful stories 
of Christmas will be read aloud and then acted out. During this time, 
children are also welcome to share their joys and concerns, sing some 
Christmas songs with us and participate in some simple Christmas 
activities.   Here are the stories that we will be reading during 
Advent: December 12: The Christmas Pageant with Rachel 
Guaraldi! The children will stay in church for the worship service. 
December 19: The Christmas Story and Silent Night   We hope to 
see you and we wish you all a beautiful Advent! 
 
Christmas Eve Services at 5:30 PM  We offer a 5:30 PM service to 
get you home to Christmas Eve festivities, featuring a time with the 
children and a story by candlelight as well as the traditional lessons 
and carols and much beautiful choral and instrumental music.  
Attendance in person this year is by reservation only.  Please speak 
with Christina or email the church to get on the list.  Everyone else 
is invited to attend by Zoom. You can find the Zoom link at the top 
of our Welcome page on our website at unitedchurchofstrafford.com.                            
 
Carol Sing and Story Telling Sunday   
On Sunday December 26th at 10:00AM we will have a very informal 
service with a carol-sing by request. You are also invited to bring a 
brief favorite Christmas story to tell, either personal story or a classic 
tale, or poems or quotes or songs—a kind of inspirational pot-luck.  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM both in person and by Zoom and 
offers an informal Zoom-only meditation all other evenings at 7:30 
PM.  You are invited to be part of the circle anytime. Please see our 
website Welcome page for details and the different Zoom links for 
the two standing events.         
 
Sing with the Choir  Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 
AM-ish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are welcome. 
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Christmas Food Collection 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd I would give a lamb… 
These are words in the beloved Christmas carol, “In the Bleak Mid-
Winter.” This year we have a solution to that question....we can give 
food to our neighbors in need.  Thank you to all who brought food 
donations for the Sharon Food Shelf today.  At one point during the 
pageant, the children will be asked to bring them forward.  What a 
lovely gift to offer at the manger!  The need will continue beyond 
today.  You are invited to bring cans of soup or any non-perishable 
food items like granola bars, cereal, pasta, canned baked beans or 
chili to place in the white Food Shelf basket in the back of the church 
any time.  Thank you very much and have a beautiful Advent! 

 

 
Haiku by Mel Goertz:       
     At rest now 
the fields and the woods 
     the apple tree and the old hay rake.               
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Advent, Christmas & Epiphany Services & Events 
 
TODAY  This Year’s Pageant: A Nativity Puppet Show Inspired 
by puppetry of the Waldorf tradition and wonder-based storytelling 
of Godly Play, Rachel Guaraldi, a chaplain, minister & mother, will 
tell the story of the Holy Family as they traveled to Bethlehem, 
celebrated the birth of Jesus, and were visited by shepherds, angels 
and wise men. 
 
Sun. Dec. 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent, Mary Sunday 
Lighting the candle of Love and celebrating Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and the model she serves for our spiritual lives. 
 
Tues. Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM   
Please note that we will have limited seating due to Covid and are 
requesting that you make a reservation in order to attend this 
beautiful, traditional service ending with a sanctuary lit entirely by 
candles and singing Silent Night. (See page 3 for reservation 
information.)  We hope everyone else will attend by Zoom.  You can 
find the link at the top of the Welcome page of our website at 
unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 
 
Sun. Dec. 26  Our annual informal, potluck Christmas Carol-Sing 
and Story Telling Service (see the announcement on page 3) 
 
Sun. Jan. 5  Epiphany Sunday  The Magi follow the star… 
 
Sun. Jan 12  Baptism of Christ Sunday 
 
Sun. Jan 19  Martin Luther King Jr. Sunday 
 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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