
 

 

 
 

 
January 2, 2022 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
January 2, 2022 

Epiphany Sunday 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
 “We ask ourselves, Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, 
fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of 
God…. We are all meant to shine, as children do. We were born to 
make manifest the glory of God that is within us. It’s not just in some 
of us; it’s in everyone.”   Marianne Williamson, from Return to Love  
 
“When we have a vision that inspires us and we feel ourselves 
moving toward it, the combination of purpose and progress is 
energizing.  Unfortunately, the experience many of us have when 
acting to preserve our world isn’t always like this…. When we’re 
working for causes that seem to be getting nowhere, that suffer 
setbacks and reversals, that face well-funded obstruction and deeply 
entrenched resistance, it is hard to sustain the belief that what we 
hope for is possible.  Yet without this, without the spark of 
conviction that our actions can really make a difference, it is difficult 
to keep going…. We can’t know how things will unfold. What we 
can do is make a choice about what we’d like to have happen, and 
then put ourselves fully behind that possibility.”  Joanna Macy and 
Chris Johnstone in Active Hope 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    “For Unto Us a Child Is Given,” from Handel’s Messiah 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Call to Worship 
 
First Scripture Reading from Isaiah 60                      Danette Harris    

 
Hymn   O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright   
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Future Directions Vision as a Unison Reading 
 
Silent Prayer of Confession 
 
Assurance of Pardon and Grace 
 
Children’s Time        
 
Lord’s Prayer   
 
Second Scripture Reading   Matthew 2:1-12       
 
Sermon    Nations Shall Come to Your Light 
 
Hymn    What Child Is This, Who, Laid to Rest 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
Reflection Question:  Epiphany comes from a Greek word that means 
manifestation.  During the Season of Epiphany we celebrate God’s 
manifestation in Jesus and in the world.  One of the metaphors for 
this manifestation is light—the light of a star revealing where Jesus is 
hidden in plain sight, the light of God shining through Jesus, through 
nature and through prophets like the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
The light gives us hope, and as we fill with it, it shines through us as 
the power and beauty of God. We become a manifestation that gives 
others hope. Where are you finding and filling with light now? 
 
Time of Prayer       
 
Benediction 

 
Silent Prayer    
We invite you to end the service in a spirit of prayer. 
 
Postlude   “And the Glory of the Lord,” from Handel’s Messiah 
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Video recorded services, bulletins and newsletters are available on 
our website unitedchurchofstrafford.com. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 

at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 
 

No In-Person Service, Zoom Only on January 9th  The Church 
Council and its covid Steering Committee decided to be cautious in 
the uncertainty of a potential surge after the holidays and the arrival 
of the omicron variant.  We will have at least one more Sunday of 
Zoom-only worship: January 9th.  You can find the Zoom link on the 
church website Welcome Page at unitedchurchofstrafford.com 
 
Next Concerts  Held on Sundays in the winter, 3:00-4:15 PM. 
Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim Fund for 
the Arts. 
January 23rd  “Time for Wonder” Annemieke McLane piano solo 
February 20th “Scenes of Childhood” Becky Bailey, Jim Schley  
     and Annemieke McLane  
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events.   
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 

 
 

Haiku by Mel Goertz:       
     A baby squirrel feeding 
on the porch.  The gray squirrels 
     thought that spring had come. 
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