
United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
November 7, 2021 

Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Gathering Music             Annemieke McLane 

Silent Prayer of Invocation              Rachel Guaraldi     

Prelude    J.S. Bach, French Suite IV, Allemande 

Welcome and Announcements 

Lighting of the Peace Candle 
Leader:      Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace as we light the peace candle.  [the candle is lit] 
Leader:      In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 
 
Introit    "Devotion" by Isaac Watts 1719/Alexander Jonhson 1818/ Peter Amidon 
 
Call to Worship     
Leader: Children of God: welcome! 
All: Welcome to this place of love and grace, 
Leader: Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 
All: God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community, 
Leader: God invites all of us to share in the good news: 
All: We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are. 
Leader: In gratitude for all of this, let us come together and worship God. 
 
Hymn   MH #347 "Spirit Song" 

Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn MH # 377 "It is Well" 

Anthem   "Day by Day"       Amber Wylie 

Readings   Psalm 146:1-10, Luke 10:38-42, Mark 3: 1-6   John Echeverria 

Sermon    Acts of Resistance: Joy, Hope and Love 

*Hymn    MH #133 "Leaning in the Everlasting Arms"  

Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
Spiritual Reflection Together 
 
"The absence of a sustained focus on love in progressive circles arises from a collective failure to acknowledge the needs 
of the spirit and an overdetermined emphasis on material concerns. Without love, our efforts to liberate ourselves and our 
world community from oppression and exploitation are doomed. As long as we refuse to address fully the place of love in 
struggles for liberation we will not be able to create a culture of conversion where there is a mass turning away from an 
ethic of domination." bell hooks  
 
"I know celebration feels awkward and difficult right now. Even on our good days, I believe that celebration is an 
incredibly vulnerable act. We worry that we will offend others with our celebration. We worry that we may feel alone in 
celebrating something or look stupid. We worry that showing too much joy is perhaps bad luck, as if to delight in 
something makes us all the more vulnerable to losing it. But celebration is truly an act of resistance. To resist the 
temptation of believing there is nothing worth celebrating. To resist the darkness that wants to settle in our minds and 



hearts. To resist those who would have us believe that there is no hope to be found. To resist the lie that life is only worth 
celebrating when all is well." Patreeya Prasertvit 
 
"May you realize the power of taking rest since no one will give it to you. This is why rest is a resistance and a slow 
meticulous love practice. We must continue deprogramming from grind culture. We must continue not turning away from 
our own terror. We must deconstruct around the ways we uphold grind culture, capitalism and white supremacy.  We must 
wake up. We will rest." Tricia Hersey, The Nap Ministry 
 
Questions: Thinking about your day to day, in what ways do you engage in joy, hope and love? How do you nurture 
celebration, rest and kindness? How do you tend to these as seeds of resistance? 
 
Time of Prayer 

Benediction "Alleluia" round, Israeli 

Postlude     Sonata in E , D. Scarlatti 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 

Please stay for refreshments and neighborliness outside, weather permitting. 

  Haiku by Mel Goertz: 

        Shadows and sun 
   play upon a thicket of alder. 
        Silent music. 
 
Upcoming Sunday Services   
Nov. 14   Rev. Deadra Ashton 
Nov. 21   Pastor Tom Kinder returns, Thanksgiving Sunday and Reign of Christ Sunday 
Nov. 28   First Sunday of Advent 
 
Next Concerts   
Friday, November 3, "Noel" 
Admission by donation, from 7:00 - 8:15 p.m.  20% goes to the church’s Manheim Fund for the Arts.   
 
Sing with the Choir: Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 AMish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are 
welcome. 

 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Parish 
Hall.  You are invited to be part of the circle anytime in person or by Zoom. See our website . 
 
Thank you Justin Wylie, Recording Engineer and Zoom Master!  
 
The Lord's Acre  Bidding for The online Lord’s Acre auction is open from November 5 - 15. Thanks to you 
all, and many thanks for supporting the United Church of Strafford! 
 
Childcare Today Please let one of the Deacons at the back of the sanctuary know if your child needs care 
during the service. 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 


