
 

 

 
 

 
November 28, 2021 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent, Sunday of Hope 
Bringing in the Greens 

MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 
 
“Spiritually speaking, authority comes from passing through trial and 
darkness and coming out the other side even more free, happy, alive 
and contagious!  Transformed people transform people.” Richard 
Rohr, from Preparing for Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent  

“For the vast majority of us, December flies by in a flurry of 
activities, and what is called ‘the holiday season’ turns out to be the 
most stressful time of the year…. Our hope is mingled with dread, 
our anticipation with despair.  We sense the deeper meanings of the 
season but grasp at them in vain; and in the end, all the bustle leaves 
us frustrated and drained…. If the essence of Advent is expectancy, it 
is also readiness for action; watchfulness for every opening, and 
willingness to risk everything for freedom and a new beginning…. 
To recognize this requires reverence and humility.  It requires faith.  
We might ask, ‘What grounds are there for such hope?’ Or we might 
seek to become like little children, and believe.  Mary did.  So did the 
shepherds and the wise men of the east.... So can each of us, 
wherever we are.”   from the introduction to Watch for the Light: 
Readings for Advent and Christmas 

Gathering Music                 Carol Rousseau 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude     
      
Introit   “Creator of the Stars of Night”  PH #113 v. 1 and 3 only   
 
Welcome  
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Hymn   PH #110   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verses 1 & 2    
 
Bringing in the Holly and Poinsettias 
 
Hymn   PH #110   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel verses 3 & 4    
 
Bringing in and Blessing the Light  
Leader: In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
 
Lighting of the First Advent Candle  Amber, Glenn and Vin Wiley   

and the Children    
Please see your pew card for the Lord’s Prayer. We are reading the 
New Version this week. 
 
Anthem    “Be a Candle of Hope”   Becki Slagle Mayo 
 
Announcements 
 
Confession and Assurance of Pardon 
 
Scripture Readings   Isaiah 60:1-2, 5a-b, 18-20; Mark 13:24-37          

        Christina Robinson 
 
Sermon    Hope in the Power of Light 
 
*Hymn   PH #108   Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying  

verses 1 & 2 only, plus verse 3 found on bulletin page 4 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
What are the candles of hope that you see being lit now, near or far?  
What candles of hope do you want to hold up for others? 
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*Congregational Benediction    
Go Forth to Wait and Watch and Pray (on page 4)     
 

Silent Prayer    
Please be seated to end the service in a spirit of prayer 
 
Postlude & Taking the Light Out into the World   

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
        

Past sermons are available on the back table 
and video recorded services are on our website. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 
at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

         
Advent Spiritual Exploration for Children: Stories of Christmas  
Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris welcome children of all ages to 
join them during the Sunday service during Advent. Beautiful stories 
of Christmas will be read aloud and then acted out. During this time, 
children are also welcome to share their joys and concerns, sing some 
Christmas songs with us and participate in some simple Christmas 
activities.   Here are the stories that we will be reading during 
Advent: November 28: Gifts from Saint Nicholas; December 5: A 
Gift from Saint Francis; December 12: The Christmas Pageant with 
Rachel Guaraldi! The children will stay in church for the worship 
service. December 19: The Christmas Story and Silent Night   We 
hope to see you and we wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 
Childcare Today  Please let the Pastor or one of the Deacons at the 
back of the sanctuary know if your child needs care during the 
service.  We love children and are happy to provide it!  
 
Sing with the Choir  Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 
AM-ish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are welcome. 
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Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying (PH#108) 
 
Verse 3: 
Though deep darkness may surround you 
And sleep, or worldly dreams, confound you, 
This hope can lead you through the night. 
See its single candle burning 
Within the window of your yearning 
And choose your heart’s path by that sight. 
Leave other hopes behind 
As this light fills your mind: 
Christ born in you. 
Sing out your choice with longing voice: 
O come, O come! Rejoice! Rejoice! 

 
 
Haiku by Mel Goertz:       
   While raking the leaves, 
I uncovered two wooly bears 
   all curled up.                           page four 

Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events. 
 
Thanksgiving to Christmas Services & Events Calendar 
 
Fri. Dec. 3   “Noël” Concert here 7:00 PM with Julie Ness, Timothy 
Cummings, Jeremiah McLane and Annemieke McLane, by donation 
 
Sun. Dec. 5  Second Sunday of Advent The candle of Peace. 
 
Fri. Dec. 10  Thetford Chamber Singers Concert 7:30 PM here. 
 
Sun. Dec. 12  Third Sunday of Advent and Pageant Sunday 
During the 10:00 AM service Rachel Guaraldi will present a puppet 
pageant with an opportunity for children to participate and for the 
congregation to sing carols. Plus we will light the candle of Joy. 
 
Sun. Dec. 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent, Mary Sunday 
Lighting the candle of Love and celebrating Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and the model she serves for our spiritual lives. 
 
Tues. Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM   
Please note that we will have limited seating due to Covid and are 
requesting that you make a reservation in order to attend this 
beautiful, traditional service—lessons and carols and gorgeous choral 
and instrumental music, ending with a sanctuary lit entirely by 
candles and singing Silent Night. 
 
Sun. Dec. 26  Our annual informal, potluck Christmas Carol-
Sing and Story Telling Service  
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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