Readings for November 21, 2021
United Church of Strafford In-Person and Zoom Service
from Isaiah 11:1-9
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of God shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding …. He shall
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth… The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead them…. They will not hurt or destroy on all
my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover
the sea.
from Ezekiel 34:11-27
For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness….
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I
will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with
justice….
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep
and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock,
and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep….
The trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall yield its increase. They
shall be secure on their soil; and they shall know that I am the Lord, when I break the
bars of their yoke, and save them from the hands of those who enslaved them.
Matthew 25:31-46
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put
the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.
continued on the back

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you
a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”

