
 

 

 
 

 
November 21, 2021 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:00 AM 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
November 21, 2021 

Twenty-Sixth and Last Sunday after Pentecost 
Thanksgiving Sunday, Reign of Christ Sunday 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

“I take literally the statement in the Gospel of John that God loves 
the world. I believe that the world was created and approved by love, 
that it subsists, coheres, and endures by love, and that, insofar as it is 
redeemable, it can be redeemed only by love. I believe that divine 
love, incarnate and indwelling in the world, summons the world 
always toward wholeness, which ultimately is reconciliation and 
atonement [at-one-ment] with God.” Wendell Berry, from Another 
Turn of the Crank  

“The day will come when, after harnessing space, winds, the tide and 
gravitation, we shall harness for God the energies of love. And, on 
that day, for the second time in the history of the world, [humanity] 
will have discovered fire.”     Teilhard de Chardin 

Gathering Music          Annemieke McLane 
           
Silent Prayer of Invocation              Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude    Prelude from French Suite IV   J. S. Bach 
      
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Lighting of the Peace Candle 
Leader:      Let us pray for peace and the things that make for peace    
                  as we light the peace candle.  [the candle is lit] 
Leader:      In him was life, and the life was the light of the world. 
People: The light shines in the darkness,                 
  and the darkness does not overcome it. 
 
Introit    “Ubi Caritas”   Taizé 
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United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 



 

 

Call to Worship    
 
*Hymn Sing Part One 
MH #694   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come  vv. 1 and 4 only 
MH #102   Now Thank We All Our God  vv. 1 and 2 only 
MH #131   We Gather Together   v. 1 only 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Anthem    “Cuando El Pobre”   J. A. Olivar and M. Manzano 
 
Scripture Readings   from Isaiah 11:1-9; from Ezekiel 34:11-27;  

                        and Matthew 25:31-46         Herbert Goertz 
 
Sermon    Rejoicing in the Promise 
 
*Hymn Sing Part Two 
Now Is the Time Approaching  hymn folder  vv. 1 and 3 only 
For the Fruit of All Creation  hymn folder  vv. 1 and 2 only 
 
Sharing of Joys, Concerns, Prayer Requests and Reflections 
 
What do you believe about God, Jesus or the Holy Spirit that fills 
you with gratitude, hope or joy as you think about the future?  
 
Time of Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
Benediction Response: Hymn Sing Part Three    
PH #460   We Plow the Fields and Scatter  vv. 1 and 2 only 
PH #8   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   vv. 1 and 2 only 
 
Postlude   “Elves’ Dance”   Op. 12 No. 4    Edvard Grieg 
 
* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
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Past sermons are available on the back table 
and video recorded services are on our website. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 
at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

         
 

* there is an announcement about this in this bulletin 
 
Spiritual Exploration: Stories of Gratitude Children of all ages are 
invited to join Joey Hawkins and Danette Harris during the service to 
explore a favorite story, Favor Johnson by Willem Lange. 
Technically, it is about Christmas, but it is rich in Thanksgiving 
gratitude....and a good way to look forward to Advent, which starts 
next Sunday! The story is set in Vermont and will warm the 
heart.....and those who hear it just might find themselves craving 
fruitcake!  Coming soon......Stories of Christmas! 
 
Childcare Today  Please let the Pastor or one of the Deacons at the 
back of the sanctuary know if your child needs care during the 
service.  We love children and are happy to provide it!  We have 
books, toys and activities ready in the Parish Hall.  Our policy is to 
have two childcare providers with the children at all times. 
 
Thank you Vin Wylie, Recording Engineer and Zoom Master! 
Please consider volunteering to assist them.  We also hope to train 
back-up teams for Sundays when Vin cannot be here.  If you could 
help in any way, please let Tom know.  
 
Advent: Poems by Mel Goertz  Mel has compiled a collection of 
Advent poems that she would like to give as a present to members of 
the congregation.  They will be on the table in the back of the 
sanctuary starting on November, 28th, the First Sunday of Advent 
(which is Mel’s birthday!).   
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Thanksgiving to Christmas Services & Events Calendar 
 
Thurs. Nov. 25  Strafford Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  
10:00 AM in our sanctuary (NOTE the change of location). 
 
Sun. Nov. 28  First Sunday of Advent 
Advent begins with the beautiful rituals of bringing in the greens and 
lighting the Advent candle of Hope and the congregation singing “O 
Come, O Come Emmanuel.” 
 
Fri. Dec. 3   “Noël” Concert  7:00 PM with Julie Ness, Timothy 
Cummings, Jeremiah McLane and Annemieke McLane 
 
Sun. Dec. 5  Second Sunday of Advent The candle of Peace. 
 
Fri. Dec. 10  Thetford Chamber Singers Concert 7:30 PM here. 
 
Sun. Dec. 12  Third Sunday of Advent and Pageant Sunday 
During the 10:00 AM service Rachel Guaraldi will present a puppet 
pageant with an opportunity for children to participate and for the 
congregation to sing carols.  Afterward, Tom will lead a brief Advent 
service and we will light the candle of Joy. 
 
Sun. Dec. 19  Fourth Sunday of Advent, Mary Sunday 
Lighting the candle of Love and celebrating Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, and the model she serves for our spiritual lives. 
 
Tues. Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Service 5:30 PM   
Please note that we will have limited seating due to Covid and are 
requesting that you make a reservation in order to attend this 
beautiful, traditional service—lessons and carols and gorgeous choral 
and instrumental music, ending with a sanctuary lit entirely by 
candles and singing Silent Night. 
 
the calendar is continued on page five 
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Services & Events Calendar continued from page four 
 
Sun. Dec. 26  Our annual informal, potluck Christmas Carol-
Sing and Story Telling Service  At our 10:00 AM service—a 
highlight of the season for many people. We sing carols by request, 
and you are invited to bring a favorite Christmas story to tell, either 
personal story or a classic tale, or poems or quotes or songs—a kind 
of inspirational pot-luck.  
 
Sun. Jan. 5  Epiphany Sunday  The Magi follow the star… 
 

Haiku by Herbert Goertz: 
 
     The apples are gone 
but the full moon hangs yellow 
     in the bare branches. 

 
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
December 3  “Noël” Concert  7:00 PM with Julie Ness, Timothy 
Cummings, Jeremiah McLane and Annemieke McLane 
 
Sing with the Choir  Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 
AM-ish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are welcome. 
 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM by Zoom and offers an informal 
meditation all other evenings at 7:30 PM.  You are invited to be part 
of the circle anytime. Please see our website Welcome page for 
details and the different Zoom links for the two standing events. 
 

Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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