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“I Will Pour Out My Spirit Upon All” 
Rev. Thomas Cary Kinder 
United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
September 26, 2021  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost,  
Jeremiah 31:33-34; verses from I Corinthians 12; Acts 2:14-18 
       

Call to Worship:  “I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into the house of the 

Lord.” I heard those words every Sunday in the Presbyterian Church where I grew up, and I truly 

was glad.  I loved the stories and music and kind church people and sharing it all with my family. 

I also was glad for Sunday School, because I felt there were hugely important questions 

about how to live that Jesus wanted us to understand.  So somehow one Sunday in seventh grade 

when our teacher could not be there I ended up leading the class, and the question I chose for 

spiritual reflection together was the most pressing social issue of the day, as far as I could see: “Is 

kissing a sin?” 

A year later my mother and I started attending a charismatic prayer meeting in a friend’s 

home.  People sat in silence waiting for the Holy Spirit to move them.  Some spoke in tongues, 

words that were of no language anyone knew.  I would not believe it was real except that it 

happened once to my mother.  Others were sometimes able to interpret what the person was 

saying.  I would not believe it except that it happened once to me.   

We went only a few times, but my experience taught me to believe that the Spirit is a real, 

live power, able to transform our consciousness and give us gifts to share, and it is present in 

every cell of our bodies, not just in our brains, and in everyone and everything around us, flowing 

through them all, teaching them how to live and work together and evolve for the benefit of all.   

We are here to open to that Spirit and let it teach us in our time of need.  So let us worship 

together with thanks and praise…   

 

Time with the Children:  Good morning!  My mother was my first spiritual teacher 

through the books she read aloud at bedtime, encouraging me to explore the questions they raised 

and the lessons they taught about the way the Spirit works and guides us to live.   

C. S. Lewis’s Narnia books were some of our favorites.  This week I felt the Spirit nudging 

me to talk about The Last Battle, although I wasn’t clear why.  I thought maybe it was because it 
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takes place at a time of upsetting change, when the foundations of society and the earth were 

shaking, and people were divided and some were hurting others and the earth.   

Then I looked in another book, Telling Secrets by Frederick Buechner, for the passage 

printed in today’s bulletin and was amazed to find Buechner talking about The Last Battle.   

Both books are about looking and listening deeply to discern what is true when lies are 

being told, and choosing to seek and serve the light when darkness has fallen around us.  

The Narnia passage that Buechner talks about takes place near the end of The Last Battle 

when several characters sit in a circle complaining about how dark and uncomfortable the stable 

is, but in reality they are in a sunny meadow in spring.  They say it stinks like manure but the 

scent of apple blossoms fills the air.  The Christ figure, the lion Aslan, makes a delicious feast 

appear in front of them and they spit it out saying it tastes like hay.  They are unable to let go of 

the lies they believe.  They no longer believe in the light that shines in the darkness, and they 

cannot open their minds to its possibility.   

The Last Battle contrasts them with an enemy of Aslan who opens his eyes to see the truth 

and beauty of the light where they are and believes in it and wants to learn and understand more.   

A church is like that, we are a circle that has chosen to seek the truth and light and way of 

the Spirit.  We need to work hard at learning and growing and letting the Spirit lead us to new 

vision, but we have a tool or practice that helps enormously, and it is….Prayer!  A listening, 

receptive prayer helps us let go of our thoughts and open to the Spirit. It also declares that we 

want to seek and serve the truth and the light, and that brings all kinds of help to us.  So let us 

pray together the Lord’s Prayer… 

 

Sermon: “I Will Pour Out My Spirit Upon All”  

The first church began in its first hour with this prophetic self-understanding: “In the last 

days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams.” 

Two thousand years later both parts of that prophecy are central to my self-understanding 

as a pastor: first, these are the last days; and second, God is pouring out the Spirit on us all so that 
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together we can bring about a new day of God’s realm on earth, when God’s law of love will be 

recognized and obeyed by every heart. 

I believe the evidence that our society and planet are on the brink, and I also believe that 

the greatest power in the universe is begging us to serve the cause of love and life and light with 

the gifts it has given us, however small they may seem to us, however weak we may feel.  I 

believe that Spirit flowing through us can save the world, but only if we work together as a circle 

of learning and discerning and speaking and acting. 

As Paul said, “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…. For 

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 

are one body, so it is with Christ…. The members of the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable….  Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.” 

These are the last days.  We have no time to waste.  We need to act now.  But how? 

The Spirit has given us the models of our wisest and most effective humans.  They have 

often followed the four-fold path of self-emptying, transformation of consciousness, 

unconditional love and community of practice.  In Christian tradition it is known as kenosis, 

metanoia, agape and koinonia. Out of that path has come miraculous power to transform the 

world in the direction of love and oneness—Jesus, St. Francis, Dorothy Day, Gandhi and 

countless others, including everyday saints who are only locally famous.  

I ask myself each week with the urgency of the last days, how can I help us learn and grow 

and become the people we need to be in order to do our part to save the world? 

I ask with the faith that the Spirit is being poured out upon us all, how can I help us find 

the Spirit’s comfort, guidance and strength to do our part in the movement to establish God’s 

realm on earth? 

To meet those challenges as a pastor, I rely on the Spirit’s guidance and strength myself, 

and I call on the gifts I have received in my life.  I have talked about some that I gained through 

my first spiritual teacher.  She led me to even greater gifts by sending me to the high school 

where she grew up, where her father had taught Latin and Greek.  It is embarrassing how 

privileged I was, and how lucky, to have been able to attend the Phillips Exeter Academy.   

I took nine seminary-quality religion courses there, but the two greatest gifts that I 

received that can serve us in this time were the Phillips Church and the Harkness way of learning. 
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The Phillips Church of the late 1960s and early 70s was the house that Buechner built.  

Frederick Buechner is a novelist and theologian who was a teacher in Exeter’s English 

Department and School Minister for nine years.  He built a Religion Department from scratch.  

Both English and Religion departments were influenced by Buechner’s approach which he sums 

up as, “Pay attention.”  He urges us to look for evidence of God’s presence in our everyday lives.  

He believes that one of the greatest hopes and superpowers we have comes when we share the 

truth we each observe in our inner and outer lives. 

The Phillips Church was transformed after Buechner left by the faculty he had influenced.  

It became an interfaith, student-run, faculty-advised church, and it was exciting and life-changing.  

Teams of students and faculty created the services.  We brought into them all our questions and 

doubts, everything that was challenging us as adolescents in our culture and world—Vietnam, 

Civil Rights and Earth Day, drugs, sex and rock’n’roll, big questions of the meaning of life and 

death and God, all explored through the many lenses of our spiritual backgrounds, academic 

training and creative gifts.   

Actions came out of that congregation that contributed to the society around us in positive 

ways.  I experienced a church transforming us as individuals and helping us transform the world.  

The Harkness way of learning began at Exeter but in recent years has spread widely.  It is 

essentially a democratic circle where the students and teacher work as a team.  The Academy 

describes it this way: “Harkness is not a pedagogy. It’s a way of life.… It’s about collaboration 

and respect, where every voice carries equal weight, even when you don’t agree…. It’s where you 

explore ideas as a group, developing the courage to speak, the compassion to listen and the 

empathy to understand.  It’s not about being right or wrong. It’s a collaborative approach to 

problem solving and learning…in every discipline and subject.” 

That approach to learning and growth is what made Phillips Church so effective at freeing 

the Holy Spirit to flow.  Frederick Buechner may have had this in mind years later when he 

experienced the power of 12 Step groups as he sought healing from the deep wounds of 

alcoholism in his family.   

He wrote in Telling Secrets, “I do not believe that such groups…are perfect any more than 

anything human is perfect, but I believe that the Church has an enormous amount to learn from 
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them. I also believe that what goes on in them is far closer to what Christ meant his Church to be, 

and what it originally was, than much of what goes on in most churches I know.” 

Buechner summarizes what 12 Step groups, families and churches can be at their best: “In 

them something that is extraordinarily like truth is spoken in something that is extraordinarily like 

love.”  The result, he says, is that they become a source of tremendous “spiritual nourishment, 

strength and understanding.” 

We cannot know where our world and our lives are going.  These days may be our last, but 

many prophets among us, including our beloved Bill Coffin and Gus Speth, have seen visions and 

dreamed dreams of the dawning of a healthy, sustainable and just way to live on this earth.  

Thanks to thousands like them in every field and nation, we now have the knowledge, skills and 

technologies to establish the realm of God’s love on earth.  Everything is in place except the 

change of consciousness that humanity must undergo in order to choose the sacred way. 

Our task is to speed that transformation, and it will take all our gifts to do so, and it will 

take a transformation of our own consciousness. 

To me, nothing could be more meaningful or exciting than putting our hearts and minds 

together to pursue the Spirit’s path of learning and action.  The Spirit is pouring itself out on us 

all right now to help humanity evolve and help life on earth survive. We can be part of that 

movement, as Jesus was, as Jeremiah and Joel were, using whatever gifts we have, together.  

What an honor!  What a joy! 

Let us pray in silence, listening for the Spirit calling us now… 

 

Haiku by Mel Goertz: 

     The tree has a shadow. 

The grass has a shadow. 

     Even the butterfly has a shadow. 


