
Readings for August 1, 2021 United Church of Strafford In-Person and Zoom 
Service 
 
Psalm 84 
 
How lovely is your dwelling place, O God my hope and strength! 
My soul longs, indeed it faints for your courts;  
my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself,  
where she may lay her young, at your altars. 
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. 
Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
As they go through the desolate valley they make it a place of springs. 
They go from strength to strength.   
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.   
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of God than live in the tents of wickedness. 
O God of hope and strength, happy is everyone who trusts in you and dwells in your love. 
 
from Isaiah 11:1-9 
 
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of God shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge…. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek of the earth… Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them…. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth 
will be full of the knowledge of God as the waters cover the sea. 
 
Matthew 5:3-9 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed 
are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will 
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 


