
 

 

United Church of Strafford, Vermont 
July 4, 2021 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, Independence Day,  
First Sunday in the Sanctuary after the Pandemic 
MH=Methodist Hymnal; PH=Pilgrim Hymnal 

 
Gathering Music       Annemieke McLane 
           
Welcome and Silent Prayer of Invocation     Pastor Tom Kinder     
 
Prelude   “Le Rappel des Oiseaux,”   P. Rameau 
  “The Waking of the Birds” 
      
Choral Introit   “Siyahamba”   South African 
 
Call to Worship 
 
*Hymn  Variations on “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” on last page 
 
Children’s Time and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Anthem   “My Heart Is Ready,” by Cindy Kallet; arr. Peter Amidon 
 
Readings    Psalm 122:1-2, 6, 8; from Ezekiel 2:1-5, 33:7;  

       Mark 6:1-8, 12-13                               Ingrid Webb 
 
Sermon    A Prophet Among Them 
 
*Hymn    Someone Needs to Show the Way   hymn folder 
 
Community in Conversation:  
 Announcements 

Spiritual Reflection Together 
Joys and Concerns and Prayer Requests 

 
Prayers of the Church and Benediction 
 

Postlude  “The Peace of the Earth,” traditional Guatemalan,       
translated by Christine Carson; arr. John L. Bell 
 

* Those who are comfortably able may stand. 
Please stay for refreshments and neighborliness outside,  

weather permitting. 
 

Past sermons are available on the back table  
and video recorded services are on our website. 

See us on Facebook at United Church of Strafford 
Look for updates on our website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

Sign up for weekly emails about upcoming worship and other news 
at unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

 
Heartfulness Contemplative Training Circle gathers weekly on 
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  You are invited to 
be part of the circle anytime in person or by Zoom. See our website. 
 
Next Concerts  Held on Fridays (except where noted), 7:00-8:15 
PM. Admission by donation, 20% goes to the church’s Manheim 
Fund for the Arts.   
July 9th  “Emerge” Rameau, Bach, Mozart and Ravel  
 Annemieke McLane, piano 
Saturday, July 17 Shape Note and Ballad Singing Workshop  

    led by Pete Sutherland 
Sunday, August 15th 4:00 PM  “Treasure Hunt,” Family Concert 
 Jeremiah and Annemieke McLane 
 
Sing with the Choir  Weekly choir for ages 12-92. Gather at 8:50 
AM-ish. Rehearsals start 9 AM. All are welcome.  
 
 
Haiku by Mel Goertz: 
 

      A dragonfly with silvery wings 
danced in the air, 
       perched on my knee.          



 

 

Variations on “America the Beautiful” 
tune: MATERNA 
 
Organist Samuel A. Ward wrote the tune MATERNA in 1882 for the 
popular text, “O Mother Dear, Jerusalem,” which was written in 16th 
Century England by F.B.P., very likely a woman. 
 
Katherine Lee Bates first published “America the Beautiful” in The 
Congregationalist in 1895.  She was an English professor at 
Wellesley College where she lived with her beloved Katherine 
Coman, also a professor. Bates was a social activist interested in the 
struggles of women, workers, people of color, immigrants and poor 
people. She advocated the founding of the League of Nations and 
considered herself a global citizen.  If she were writing today looking 
out from Pike’s Peak, perhaps she would say something like this: 
 
O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed her grace on thee, 
A motherhood that bears new good from sea to shining sea. 
 
O beautiful necessity, strong mother of new ways, 
Who nursed a young democracy and raised rights nations praise, 
America! America! God’s need now calls for more: 
To bring to birth a health-filled earth, with oneness at its core. 
 
O beautiful, our native dream—how many thousand years? 
Of plenty, peace and freedom shared, an end to trails of tears. 
America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, thy liberty in law. 
 
 
Pastor Tom Kinder is available to talk with you.  Please email him 
at rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com or call him at 765-2710. 

 
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here! 

 
 

 
July 4, 2021 

Morning Worship and Children’s Programs at 10:0 

United Church of Strafford 
230 Justin Morrill Highway 

PO Box 124, Strafford, VT 05072 
802-765-4585(church) 765-2710(parsonage) 
Email: unitedchurchofstrafford@gmail.com 

rev.thomas.cary.kinder@gmail.com 
Website: unitedchurchofstrafford.com 

 
Our Church Covenant  

We gather together with freedom of conscience  
in a community of love and inquiry.  
All are welcome, without exception.  

We practice Christianity with faith and compassion.  
We covenant with one another to embody the love of Christ,  

to nurture contemplation and action,  
and to offer our gifts, talents and energies as we are able. 

	
 


