
Readings for May 30, 2021 United Church of Strafford Live Zoom Service 
 
Isaiah 43:16, 18-19 
 
Thus says our God, 
   who makes a way in the sea, 
   a path in the mighty waters… 
Do not remember the former things, 
   or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
   and rivers in the desert. 
 
 
Revelation 21:1-5a 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’ And the one who was seated on 
the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ 
 
John 20:7-22a 
 
Jesus said to Mary Magdalene, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’”  She went and announced to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord;” and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
 


