
Readings for February 7, 2021 United Church of Strafford Live Zoom Service 
 
Psalm 104, Selected Verses (1, 2, 13-24, 27-31, 33) 
Bless God, O my soul. O Creator God, you are very great.  
You are clothed with honor and majesty, 
wrapped in light as with a garment…. 
From your lofty abode you water the mountains;  
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work. 
You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,  
and plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth…. 
The trees of the Creation are watered abundantly,  
the cedars of Lebanon that the Creator planted. 
In them the birds build their nests; the stork has its home in the fir trees. 
The high mountains are for the wild goats; the rocks are a refuge for the coneys. 
You have made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its time for setting. 
You make darkness, and it is night,  
when all the animals of the forest come creeping out. 
The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their food from God. 
When the sun rises, they withdraw and lie down in their dens. 
People go out to their work and to their labor until the evening. 
O Creator God, how manifold are your works!  
In wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures…. 
These all look to you to give them their food in due season; 
when you give to them, they gather it up;  
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 
When you hide your face, they are dismayed;  
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their dust. 
When you send forth your spirit, they are created;  
and you renew the face of the ground. 
May the glory of our God endure forever;  
may the Creator rejoice in the Creation. 
I will sing to the Creator as long as I live;  
I will sing praise to my God while I have being. 
     (the second reading is on the next page) 



Mark 1:21-28 
They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue 
and taught.  They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes.   
 
Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried 
out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 
us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 
 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”  And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 
 
They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” 
 
At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 


